
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In the month of  February, Ridgewood First 
Graders presented a musical full of  country 
folk songs. Kids dressed in cowboy hats and 
overalls to bring the songs to life.  Also, 
Ridgewood kindergarteners presented their 
“Spring Revue” for parents and students in 
March.  The students sang songs about all 
the new things they learned in their 
classrooms, the library and music 
throughout the year.  Mrs. Jones did a 
wonderful job directing the children and we 
all enjoyed it so much.   
 

 
For the ninth consecutive 
year, the PNG Indian 
Singers have been named 
Outstanding in Class at the 
Director’s Choir Music 
Festival. The first weekend 
in April, the Indian Singers 
traveled to San Antonio 
where they competed early 
Saturday morning and then 
went to Six Flags Fiesta 
Texas. This picture was 
taken shortly after 
returning to the hotel. 
 
In other choir news, the choirs 
are working on their Spring 
Concert which will be called 

“D’s Grand Finale.” This concert will be May 12th in the PNG auditorium at 7:00 pm. It will include 
music from the 50s through 2011. On May 20th, the Indian Singers will present their Spring Show 
called “The Indian Singer Music Awards” again at 7:00 pm in the auditorium. 
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From Elementary to High School… 
PN-G Students Steal the Show 



St. Elizabeth Hospital and The Southern Organ 
Donor Association sponsored a contest for one of 
two murals painted in the hospital.  There were 
over 80 entrees, and we entered one which was 
selected as one of the winners!  These students are 
also volunteering to paint the mural at the 
hospital. 
 

Pt. Neches-Groves High School Happenings 
 

 

 Art Accolades 
Protégé Show of the Art Museum of 
South East Texas:  Over 100 entrees 
of which 30 were selected to be part 
of the Protégé Show.  Seven of the 30 
were our own PN-G students, and 
one of those seven won second place 
and a scholarship to Lamar 
University.   

Southeast Texas State Fair sponsored 
an art contest, and we had four pieces 
of student work win at the campus 
level and then participate in the 
Southeast Texas State Fair. 
 
The U.S. District Court Law Day Art 
Contest had 82 submissions from 16 

different school districts.  Twenty-seven artworks were selected to be part of the show that 
will hang in the courthouse for a year.  Of these 27 works, 3 were created by our 
students.  The awards ceremony is set for May 13th and at that point we will know how 
many winners we have. 

 

This spring, the Indian Bands and both middle school bands competed in two different 
UIL contests – Solo & Ensemble Contest and Concert & Sightreading Contest.  In 
February, each band program was very successful at Solo & Ensemble Contest, bringing 
home numerous medals.   
 

On March 31st, the middle school bands each brought home plaques for achieving a first 
division – superior rating, the highest rating possible – at UIL Concert & Sightreading 
Contest.  This was a milestone for the Groves Middle School band and Mr. Pallone as 
this was the first superior rating they had received in over 10 years!   
 

The high school Symphonic Band (non-varsity band) and Wind Ensemble (varsity band) 
competed in UIL Concert & Sightreading contest on April 14th and 15th.  Both high 
school bands received a superior rating – first division – in the concert contest, and the 
Wind Ensemble earned a first division in the sightreading contest. 
 
This is the first time in 12 years that all four competing bands earned a 1st division in the 
concert portion of the contest.  Congratulations to all these student musicians! 



Pt. Neches-Groves High School Happenings 

The PNG boys’ golf team took first and second place at the district tournament held at Bayou Din Golf 
Course and is the district champion. This is the second year in a row that the team has won the district 
championship title.  The top two teams at the district tournament get to advance to the regional 
tournament in Huntsville, and since PNG took the top two places, both teams representing our district 
will be from The Reservation. In addition to the team medals, five of the top seven individual medalists 
were from PNG. Congratulations, Indians! First Place Team / District Champions – Lonnie LaBove, 
Jarrod Brown, Brandon Provost, Cody Feemster, and Drake Hernandez.  Second Place Team – 
Alexander Hanks, Tyler Rawson, Jordan Corcoran, Adam Fadhli-Theis, and Jacob Lefort.  Individual 
Medalists - First Place – Lonnie LaBove, Second Place – Alexander Hanks, Fourth Place – Tyler 
Rawson, Fifth Place – Adam Fadhli-Theis, Sixth Place – Jarrod Brown. 
 
The girls’ golf team worked hard at practice and it showed because they finished with a  1st place win at 
the Hamshire-Fannett Tournament at Bayou Din, a 1st Place win at the Westbrook Tournament at 
Brentwood Country Club, a 2nd place win at the Warren Tournament at Wildwood, and a 1st place win 
at the Ozen Tournament at Bayou Din.  These ladies kept working hard to improve their scores and 
team score for the most important tournament, District.  All the practices and hard work paid off again 
when they came in second place as a team to qualify for the regional tournament which will be held at 
Raven’s Nest in Huntsville.  Girls that competed in District were Senior Paige Blount, Freshman Blaire 
Brevell, Sophomore Kameryn Scroggs, Junior Wesli Vincent, Freshman Oxy Benites, Sophomore 
Kayla Williams, Junior Niki Boudreaux.  Freshman Blaire Brevell was the 3rd place medalist at district, 
followed closely by Senior Paige Blount who finished as the 4th place medalist.   

Swim Team Advances to Regionals 
The PNG Swim Team completed its season and had two individuals advance to the regional round. 
2010-2011 Swim Team members are Micah Menard, Adam Schaper, Spencer Schreck, Mason Stewart, 
Laura Castille, and Madyson Kendrick.  
 
 
 
 



Boys Basketball Makes the Playoffs 
The 2010-2011 PNG 
Boys Basketball 
Team made the 
playoffs this year for 
the first time since 
1989. This was 
Coach Abel’s first 
playoff appearance 
in his tenure as head 
coach at The 
Reservation.  
 

In addition, three varsity basketball team members made the District 20-4A All District Team. They are 
Brennan Doty – District Offensive MVP, Scott Pellegrin – Second Team, and Dylan Richards – Second 
Team. Congratulations to the team members and coaches for this tremendous accomplishment! 
 
National Signing Day 

Five seniors from PNG 
signed to play sports at the 
collegiate level on 
National Signing Day 
(February 2, 2011). Dylan 
Richards signed with 
Texas A&M University 
and will be a part of its 
track and field program. 
Natalie Hager signed with Houston Baptist University and Chloe Chiasson 
signed with St. Edward’s University. Both of these girls will participate in the 

soccer programs at their prospective schools. In addition, three varsity football players signed as well. 
Greg Lunceford will play for Kilgore Junior College, Taylor Thompson signed with West Texas A&M, 
and DJ Schexnider will play for Trinity Valley College. Good luck, Indians! 
 
 

Girls Soccer Makes PNG History 
The Girls’ Varsity Soccer Team advanced to 
the fourth round 
of the playoffs 
this year, making 
this the team’s 
first Regional 
Quarterfinal 
appearance in the 
program's PNG 
history. The 
girls beat 
Brenham 3-2 in 
the sectional round to move onto the Regional 
Quarterfinals. In addition, the team is also the 
2010-2011 District Champion and had 11 
team members make the All District Team. 
They are Natalie Hager – District MVP,  
Lauren Lovejoy – Newcomer of the Year, 
First Team – Megan Elam, Haley Gerald, 

Briana Williams, Chloe Chiasson, and Kelsey 
Miler, Second Team – Courtney Broussard, 
Lauren Rogers, Lindsay Coats, and Jenna 

Morgan. Congratulations to the team for 
their hard work and success this season. 
Great job, Indians! 
 
Boys Soccer Makes the 
Playoffs 
The PNG Boys Soccer Team made the 
playoffs again this year and advanced to 
the Area Round. In addition to this 
accomplishment, nine varsity soccer 
players made the All District Team. 

They are Angel Valencia – District MVP, 
Micah Murdock – Best Goalie in the District, 
First Team – JC Figueroa, Jose Ceja, Adam 
Zimmerman, and Gerardo Valencia, and 
Second Team – Isaac Addison, Hayden 
Hoffpauir, and Trevor Hoffpauir. 
Congratulations! 

Natalie Hager and Chloe Chiasson 



Groves Middle School Happenings 

Congratulations, National Junior Honor Society Inductees! 
President: Railey Tassin 
Vice-President: Laura McCutcheon 
Secretary: Courtney Marsh 
Historian: Danielle Nguyen 
8th grade member:  Avery Murdock.   7th grade members: Ryan Abel, Evan Achee, Anthony 
Anniboli, Kaitlyn Bearden, Jenny Brown, Kody Cropper, Cole Girouard, Zachary Gough, Karen 
Gutierrez, Jessica Harper, Avery Hooks, Kassidy Hoyt, Megan Johnson, Karrie LaCour, Travis 
Mayea, Zoie Monroe, Klara Pilling, Aaron Porter, Jenna Sanders, Harrison Shipman, Amber 
Showers, Maggie Vela.   Sponsors: Jamie Evans and Susanne Thames 

 Robotics 
Eigth graders, Micheal Boudreaux and Brandon Barthol, 
participated in the TCEA State Robotics Inventions Competition 
on Saturday, April 9, 2001.  Their invention was the 
environmentally safe, no mess Rat Snatcher 7000.  There were 
35 teams across the state that participated in this competition. 
This was our first year for a Robotics team to make it all the way 
to the state competitions. Thanks goes to 
our sponsor, Mrs. Lege, and Mr. Collins 
from Huntsman. 
 
 

Choir 
Groves Middle School Choir competed at 
Region 10 Solo & Ensemble Contest in 
February. The students brought home 190 
1st division medals. All ensembles 
received superior ratings. 
 

 On April 6th, GMS Choir & Drama 
attended the Broadway musical 
"Curtains" at The Hobby Center in 
Houston. The students had a great time!  
GMS Choir also competed at UIL 
Concert & Sightreading Contest on April 
8th. The Tenor/Bass Choir received 

superior ratings in concert and excellent 
ratings in sightreading. The Treble Choir 
received superior ratings in concert and 
sightreading. Congrats to these girls for 
earning a Sweepstakes trophy!  

 GMS Choir will also be performing the 
National Anthem on April 15th at the 
Houston Astros game. This is the 11th 
year to sing for the Astros.  

 

 

On March 30th, the Groves Middle School Symphonic Band participated in the UIL Band Concert and 
Sightreading Contest in Baytown. The contest is an annual event where bands prepare three difficult pieces of 
music and are judged by a panel of distinguished music educators from across the state. The GMS Band 
received a First Division rating for their concert performance. This is the first time since 2001 the band has 
received a Superior rating for this group event. Tim Pallone, the GMS Band Director, attributes the group’s 
success to their good attitude and work ethic. “We have always had talented individuals at Groves Middle 
School, but this is a testament to the hard work put forth by these band students as they worked together as a 
group. I have an incredible group of band students and we have always thought our band was First Division, 
but I’m thrilled the panel judges agreed with us.” The next performance by the GMS Band will be their Spring 
Concert held at the PN-GHS Auditorium on Tuesday, May 10th at 7:00p.m. 



Mr. James, Choir Director, and Mrs. Perkins, Theatre Arts 
teacher, orchestrated a Variety Show showcasing student 
and faculty talent. Several acts were performed including: 
juggling, singing, dancing, piano,  and accordion.  The 
judges were Mrs. Kay Doucet from PNGHS, Cathy Hollier 
from GMS, and Mr. Joe Dale Cary from PNGHS. A big 
THANKS to all involved!                  

Seventh grade Texas History classes, 
through Ms. Anthony and Mrs. Boudoin, 
combined technology, food, and fun to cele-
brate Texas Independence Day. 

Mr. LeBlanc reports: The band received 
their 21st year of superior 1st division 
rating in Concert at the UIL Contest.  

Mr. James reports: All 3 PNMS Choirs 
participated in UIL Concert & Sight Reading Contest. 
The 7th grade treble choir and 7th and 8th grade 
boys’ choir both received superior ratings in concert 
and excellent ratings in sight reading.  The 8th grade 
treble choir, received superior ratings in both con-
cert and sight reading and won a sweepstakes trophy. 



Port Neches Elementary 
Happenings 

 
Hoe Down 
Fourth graders learned about their Texas Heritage as they 
celebrated with their annual Hoe Down. Music, dancing, 

games, and a chili lunch filled the day.  
 
Project Expository Toy Company 
Mrs. Walter’s  4th grade classes are practicing the 4 writing styles by 
operating a mock toy company.  They completed applications for 
positions of CEO, Accountant, Creative Consultant, and Public 
Relations Manager.  They were then placed into groups of 4 for this 
exciting 6 week adventure.  They have completed projects such as 
answering an e-mail about directions to their store (How-To), 
publishing a company newsletter (informative), and creating a 
brochure about the new toy they created (persuasive).  Each group 
also “invented” a new toy, brought supplies from home, as well as 
supplies from the classroom, and actually created their toy.  The 
final project is to write and perform a 30-60 second commercial!  
Besides English and writing skills, the groups are also learning 

responsibility, team work, and compromise.   
 

STAR Readers 
PNE students love to read. For every 100 AR points they receive a 
“star” ceiling tile to place anywhere they choose in the school. 
PNE has rewarded their students with tiles for the past five years. 
They also receive incentives and trips to reward them for 
reading. Take time to look “up” on the next visit 
to PNE and recognize our “STAR” readers. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
Musical Talents 
PNE students have a lot of opportunities to sing and play 
instruments.  

 
 

Robotic members have worked hard all year in 
building their robots. They have done and 
outstanding job!  Robotics club is also responsible 
for monitoring the school for lights being turned 
off if no one is in the room. Don’t get caught 
leaving lights on by the Circuit Spies. They also 
reward staff members who help conserve 
electricity. March winners are Mrs. Brawner, Mrs. 
Richards. And Mrs. Gil! Way to Go! 
 

Fourth Graders have enjoyed 
learning to play hand chimes. 



Groves Elementary Happenings 
Happy Birthday Dr. Suess!  

At a birthday party honoring the one and only “Cat in the Hat”, the 4th grade  
Students at GE and their parents were able to come together for a fun time 
of reading books together. The parents got to go with their child to the  
computer lab to see them take the AR test firsthand. The “Cat” itself was  
there to enjoy the celebration with the students and their families.  
A big “Thank you” to the 4th grade teachers for  
such a wonderful time of reading for 
the students and their families! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

School Board President, Lana Parker came 
to lunch to honor the Model Citizens for 
the 5th and 6th weeks. The students enjoyed 
their time with Mrs. Parker  
 

MODEL CITIZENS 

The student body at GE was treated to story 
telling by Mr. Robert Kikuchi-Yngojo from 
Young Audiences. The students were able to 
actively participate in the unique styles Mr. 
Robert used to tell them stories that are intended 
to build cultural bridges that celebrate our 
humanity, embrace our differences and create 
compassionate communities. Mr. Robert is part 
of a group that travels through the USA and 
abroad with several storytelling theater 
programs, workshops and residencies mixing 
alchemy of music, theater, dance and the spoken 
word to challenge the borders between theater, 
movement, mime and storytelling. 
 

The 4th grade 
students went on a 
field trip to the 
Houston Zoo. Some 
classes studied the 
animals they hoped 
to see before hand 
and prepared a list of 
the ones they wanted 
to go to first. It was a 
fun-filled day in the 
sun for all of the 
students and teachers 
exploring the 

   
    
   

    

Zoo Field Trip 



Book Fair and 
Grandparents Day 

The theme of our bookfair 
this year was “Carnival”!  
As usual, it was a great 
success. 

 

Ridgewood Elementary Happenings 
 

Ridgewood Students Plant Flowers in 
the Outdoor Classroom!   
Students in Mrs. Sartin’s first grade class have fun 
in the sunny outdoor garden by planting beautiful 
flowers.  They also got a chance to observe insects, 
pull weeds, and see their shadows in the sun!  All of 
our students will have a chance to plant various 
flowers in a special flower bed designed for their 
grade level!   

 
 
 
 
 

 
Second Graders See Ferdinand the Bull! 
The Ridgewood second graders attended a field trip to the 
Lutcher Theater to watch the delightful 
musical, Ferdinand the Bull.  The students 
enjoyed reading the book prior to seeing the 
musical as well.  After the play, the kids 
enjoyed a picnic at Lion’s Park in Orange.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Pen Pals from Korea 
Students in Mrs. Crommett’s third grade class have been writing to 
pen pals in Korea.  All the students received letters and pictures back 

from their pals.  
Through this 
activity, they 
learned a lot 
about similarities 
and differences in 
the US culture 
and the Korean 
culture.  And, 
they had a lot of 
fun! 



Taft Elementary Happenings 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Radical Dudes. 
 

January the Third Grade visited Shangri La in Orange. We had a fantastic trip 
even though it was almost freezing. The students did many activities relating 
to weather, including a skit about the different weather traits such as 
prevailing winds, sun, thunderstorms and warm currents. 

Taft Kindergarten has had a great time 
celebrating about Texas.  A culminating 
activity was a stick horse parade with the 
students dressed as cowboys and cowgirls. 
The students decorated stick horses any way 
they wanted … what a show! 

The Morris Brothers were cool at school! The 
students had a great time with them and their zany 
antics. What to do about bullies was the main theme 
of these Never Ending Radical Dudes. 
 



Van Buren Elementary Happenings 
 

“The Best in Texas” 
Publish a Book 
First Grade students in 
Mary Simon’s Class at Van 
Buren Elementary 
published a book on 
“Texas Symbols.”  
Excitement was in the air 
when the books arrived.  
Each child had chosen a 
favorite symbol to write 
about and illustrate.  As the 
books were passed out you 
could hear the students 
exclaim: “Oh, look at 
mine,” “This is awesome!”, 
or “I am so happy they 
finally came!” 
   
Extra books were purchased to be presented to various people.  David Guidry, the principal, 
and librarian, Louise Lattimore were the proud recipients of a “Texas Symbols” book.  
Governor Rick Perry will also be receiving one in hopes that he may better understand the 
impact a smaller class has on student success and achievement.  This project would not have 
been possible in a class of 25-30 students. 
 
Parents responded with an overwhelming interest in purchasing the book. This is something 
each child will treasure forever.  To think they collectively authored and illustrated a 
published book will always be a part of their first grade memories.  The children were 
definitely proud of their work.  They truly are symbols of “The Best Little Kids in Texas!” 
 

The Morris Brothers entertained Van Buren students and faculty in a fun and exciting 
program.  The Morris Brothers are Nerds. They wear plaid pants, pocket protectors, taped 
glasses and their hair      stands straight up. This dynamic duo may look like two nerds, but 
they don’t believe they’re nerds.  After an explosion in their underground tree house 
laboratory; they were transformed into social  superheroes on a mission to save and 
entertain the entire world one school at a time. To these two, N.E.R.D. stands for a Never 
Ending Radical Dude or Dudette. They teach “it’s not what you look like, but how you 
feel about yourself that’s important”. They want kids to be confident in themselves and their 
abilities, to stand up for their beliefs and strive for high ideals by teaching self esteem, peer 
pressure, character traits, bullying, drug prevention, friendship and more. Live songs are        
performed that relate to these specific topics, encouraging audience participation. It’s a high 
energy comedy presentation aimed to please and teach students and teachers of all ages. It’s 
smart, clever, engaging, educational and fun; all rolled into one amazing show. 



Woodcrest Elementary Happenings 
 
On April 6th Woodcrest had the 
pleasure of being invaded by the 
NERDS (Never Ending Radical 
Dudes), The Morris Brothers. 
These two gentlemen put on an 
excellent show about bullying and 
how to avoid it. Their skits show 
children how to avoid 
confrontation and also gave the 
kids a chance to practice being in 
these types of situations. Students 
as well as teachers really enjoyed 
getting to be a part of the skits! 
 

 
Woodcrest was so lucky to have quest 
speaker Wendy Lanier come and do a 
presentation over her Texas Symbols 
book. She had a wonderful presentation 
of Texas regions, cardinal directions, 
facts, and symbols. Wendy had the kids 
participate in finding areas on a large 
Texas map that helped them learn the 
basic Texas geography and state 
symbols. Students really enjoyed her 
presentation and hearing about the many 
other books she has written. Many 
students thought the best thing about her 
was that she went to school at Woodcrest!  

 
In anticipation of summer, Woodcrest has 
started a summer words scrabble board. 
The kids love coming up with words 
that pertain to summer and finding a 
place for them on the scrabble 
board. The scrabble board started 
about a week ago and it is filling up fast!  
 
 
 
 

 
3rd graders at Woodcrest are preparing for the last 
TAKS test!!! All the third grade classes have been 
starting their math time by meeting in the library and 
going over math vocabulary. The students have made 
up hand motions to help them remember what each 
word means! Woodcrest students have been working 
hard to prepare for the test. We are so proud of their 
hard work and wish them the best of luck on the test!  



Lil’ Indians Have Big Hearts  
 
 
 It’s time to Relay for Life! The Taft team has had great 
success every year as they raise money to fight cancer. In 
fact, last year they won the award for the most money 
raised by a school. It is the 6th time they have won the 
award. The black shirt is our theme t-shirt for this year.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
Ridgewood Students Collect Coke Tabs for a Good Cause 
Our kids have been collecting coke can tabs in Mrs. Jones music 
room since August.  For each gallon jug collected, one family gets a 
one-night stay at the Ronald McDonald House.  It’s amazing to see 
the children’s excitement as they watch the shelves fill up with the 
tabs they have collected. 
 
 
 

Garth House Winners 
Mrs. Lewis’s Port Neches Elementary class collected the most money in 5th grade, $500 for the Garth House 
penny drive.  $4th grade class winners were Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Walter’s rooms. The prize for collecting the most 
money was lunch with Jack, the greeter dog for the Garth house. Jack is there for kids to help comfort them when 
they arrive at the Garth house. Jack came to PNE to eat lunch with Mrs. Lewis’s class and for them to set a chance 
to hear about what the money they raised helps with at the Garth House. Students got to pet Jack and ask 
questions and give him commands like sit, stay and shake. 
 

This is the 7th year in a row Port Neches Elementary has raised the most money in the area for the Garth House 
and received a visit from Acrodunk. In May, Acrodunk, am amazing high impact squad ,will again treat our 
students to an energetic display of dunk and acrobatics. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Twin Day Raised Money for “Relay for Life” 
4th and 5th grade students dressed up for “Twin Day” to 
raise money for “Relay for Life” Winners of the twin 
contest were 1st place: B Smith and C. Cates and 2nd place 
winners were M Castille and A Garcia. PNE raised almost 
$200.00. 
 

Van Buren held our Spring LifeShare Blood Drive 
which was a huge success!  We had 29 Van Buren 
students who recruited one or more adults to donate a 
total of 32 units of blood!  The top recruiter was 
Autumn Griffin in Mrs. Downs’ 2nd grade class. 
Autumn will receive 10 ice cream coupons for having 
4 adults donate.  The big winner in the drawing for 
the $50 Toys R Us gift card was Nathan Powell also 
in Mrs. Downs’ class. Congratulations to Autumn, 
Nathan and to all of our students who participated in 
helping to save lives!! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
To All PN-G Stakeholders, 
 
As the end of the 2010-2011 school year approaches, I have spent a great deal of time 
analyzing the good and the bad.  The list of good things is far longer than the list of the 
bad.  As I visit campuses, I realize that we have a lot to be thankful for.  Our teachers are 
dedicated and love their students.  Our students are well behaved and work hard.  Our 
administrators have safe and effective schools.  Our neighborhoods are quiet and 
peaceful.  We have the strongest tradition in the entire state of Texas.  We truly have a 
winning combination of educators, parents, students, community members and business 
partners.  What a great place to raise a family and send your children to school.  I am 

committed to leading the district in a manner that will not only preserve our way of life, but make it better.   
 
Part of being an effective leader is making difficult and unpopular decisions to insure that our schools continue to be 
the finest in the state.  I am held accountable for the financial security of the district and understand that without an 
adequate amount of cash flow that deeper and more painful cuts will be made.  I am happy and pleased that no 
employee lost their job for the 2011-2012 school year, however, I can guarantee that we will have to make more 
reductions in expenditures once we get the final numbers in June to begin planning for the 2012-2013 school year.   
My goal will always be to provide the best and safest education for our children, and to preserve employee’s jobs and 
livelihoods.  I am not trying to create public panic, but believe that I should always be truthful to everyone involved 
with PNGISD.  It is clear to me,  after visiting the capital several times, making numerous phone calls to legislators, 
and reading proposed legislation for hours and hours, that our lawmakers FAIL TO RECOGNIZE THAT THE 
CHILDREN OF TEXAS ARE OUR MOST PRECIOUS RESOURCE.  There is no proposed legislation in this 
session that is good for public education in the great state of Texas. Some of the proposed legislation recommends 
reducing teacher salaries when teachers are already the most under paid professionals in the state.  I find that even 
recommending a reduction in pay for teachers is a pathetic and disturbing attempt to balance the state budget on the 
backs of teachers and kids.   When the economy began its decline after the 2006 midterm elections and with the 
creation of ‘Target Revenue’ funding for our schools, I knew then that districts would begin to see inadequate 
funding. What we are experiencing now began in 2006 and this is just a bigger and more challenging problem to deal 
with.  As a result of lawmakers’ failure to fund public education in Texas, we must develop ways to reduce 
expenditures and increase revenues.  That means re-thinking the way some things are done, and we can do that.  At 
this time, we do not know what the final outcome of the legislature will be as the session runs through May.  Either 
way, we are going to make it happen!  There is talk of a special session to debate a ‘State Property Tax.’  We will 
know in early June exactly where the district stands with regard to the cuts in Public Education.  At that time, we will 

This newsletter is published by the Port Neches-Groves ISD. 
 

PNGISD Board of Trustees 
Lana Parker, President 

Rodney Balsamo, Vice President 
Carol Broussard, Secretary 

Rusty Brittain, Member 
Darren McCutcheon, Member 

Melanie Miller, Member 
Jim Walters, Member 

 
 
 

Administration Building 
620 Avenue C 
Port Neches, TX  77651 
409.722.4244         409.724.7864 (fax) 
 

P o r t  N e c h e s – G r o v e s  I S D  
 

PNGISD 

A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 



determine what we have to work with and will continue with our plan for financial strength and communicate it 
further to our stakeholders.   I will not quit fighting for our children and teachers, no matter what. 
 
We certainly face an uphill battle and there will be many obstacles in our way.  This is not a time for panic or 
misinformation.  This is not, nor is it ever, a time to live in fear.   It is a time to pull all our resources together and 
work as one team to insure that our children are afforded the finest education possible.  It is time to quit complaining 
about the situation and spend our time determining ways to fight through this tough time.  Focus on the positive, for 
there is a long list of exceptional accomplishments in this district and the list will continue to grow.  This is clearly a 
very fine place to live, the people in our communities are exceptional, and we must all move in the right direction. 
 
In summary, we have are truly blessed in the PNG ISD and perform exceptionally well in all that we do.  We have a 
lot to be thankful for and must focus on the positive.  The state of Texas is putting a huge obstacle in our way and we 
must utilize our resources to fight through this tough time, and we will.  We will continue to excel, but it is going to 
take some hard work.  I previously stated that our children, teachers, and communities are not going to suffer because 
of this and I mean it.  I will do everything in my power to lead us through this, and I need your support, comments, 
questions, participation, and vision to see it through.  The 10-11 school year is almost over and it has flown by 
quickly.  It is time to finish the school year strong and get ready for August.  I hope ya’ll have a great summer and 
have some fun.     
 
I think it is important to remember those involved in the auto pedestrian accident which occurred Monday night in 
Groves.  Please remember those families in your prayers and assist them while in their time of need.   
 
God Bless, 
 
Rodney D. Cavness, Ed.D.   
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