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Students Honor Veterans 
 

Port Neches Middle 
School 8th grade 
American History 
classes honored the 
Veterans with a 
program and lunch 
in the PNMS Library 
on Veterans Day. 
Students researched, 
interviewed, 
videotaped, sang and 
collaborated for this 
special day; all to 
honor our local 
Veterans. 

Ridgewood Elementary 2nd 
graders celebrated Veteran's 
Day by performing a music 
program for our veterans 
and current service men and 
women.  The students were 
excited to have a visit from 
the Coast Guard after their 
program! 
 



PN-G High School Happenings 
 

 

DECA Program Thriving 
PN-G took 32 DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America) students to the District 4 Career 
Development Conference on Jan. 18, in College Park, Woodlands.  Sixteen of the 32 advanced to the 
state level of DECA competition. Those chosen to advance will compete in Dallas, Feb 20-22. “Each of 
these students met in front of a judge and role played a retail situation,” DECA sponsor Eldridge Ravey 
said. “The setting ranged from acting the part of an assistant manager to presenting an advertising 
campaign.” 
 
Seniors Chris Mangini, Rayce Romero and Jacob Underhill advanced in Sports and Entertainment 
Promotion Planning, and senior Raul Rios advanced in Sports Entertainment Series Event. Junior 
Victoria LaFleur advanced in Accounting Applications, while sophomores Karyn Ewing and Trey 
Selman advanced in Advertising Campaign.  Also, sophomore Phoebe Welch advanced in Food 
Marketing, and fellow sophomore Railie Guidry advanced in Hospitality and Tourism Selling 
Professional Event. 
 
Freshmen Tayrn Robison and Mady Rogers advanced in the Travel and Tourism contest, while fellow 
freshman Harshraj Garcia advanced in Hotel and Lodging Management.  Also, freshmen Mackinley 
Brown and Makenna Fore advanced in the Business Law and Ethics Team Decision Making, and 
freshmen Ty Riddell and Seth Martin advanced in Sports and Entertainment Team Decision Making. 
 
According to Ravey, more than half of the students that competed are from the freshman class.  
LaFleur said she that being a member of DECA and competing in the contests has opened her eyes to a 
whole new world.  “It’s amazing with how much I have learned with this being my first year in 
DECA,’’ LaFleur said. “This is the great organization to be involved in.”  Ravey is happy with the 
numbers his club has drawn in the 2013-14 school year.  “I have never had this many people in DECA 
in my 28 years of working at PN-G,” Ravey said.  “We currently have 94 members. These young 
people have worked very hard to get to this level and will have to work even harder to get the 
international part of the competition,” Ravey added. “I am extremely proud of each of them.”

 
 

By: Malorie Broussard 
PowWow Staff Writer 
 



  

Football Banquet 
At the start of every New Year, Port Neches-Groves high school holds the annual Football Banquet as a 
special occasion to put hardworking, athletic boys in the spotlight for an experience the coaches hope they 
will never forget.  Held last Saturday, many of the boys got the chance to receive an award and bond with 
their teammates. This banquet was a chance to let the boys mingle for the last time together as a team before 
the start of the offseason preparation for the 2014 season.  
 

“It was an amazing experience 
getting the whole team together for 
one last time to share laughs and 
stories,” junior quarterback Ky 
Walker said. Many of the awards 
received were Team MVP and Best 
Receiver won by Jeremiah Rose, 
Special Teams MVP won by kicker 
Dylan East, Fighting Indian recipient 
won by Chris Mangini, Best offensive 
backs won by Brant Halfin and Ky 
Walker, Best Offensive Lineman won 
by Allan Soriano, Best Defensive 
back won by Brandon Bryan, Best 

Defensive Lineman won by Austin Milan, and Best Linebacker won by 
Bradley Broussard.  “To see my teammates faces light up when their 
name was called to receive the award was awesome,” Walker said. 
“Banquet is the last time the 2013 football team will all be brought 
together in the same room. And it was an experience I will never forget.” 
 
Another award worth mentioning that is not given out by PNG coaches 
is the Willie Ray Smith award. This award is given out by the Beaumont 
Founders Lions Club to the best offensive or defensive player of the year 
in any classification in the Southeast Texas region. Our very own 
Jeremiah Rose has been nominated for this admirable award. The winner 
will be announced on February 19 at the Eleganté Hotel in Beaumont.  
The last Port Neches-Groves student to win this award was Dustin Long 
in 1999. The last PN-G student to be nominated was Brennan Doty in 
2010. PN-G is very lucky to be able to have the honor of having one of 
its own nominated for such a special award.  
 

In addition, the 2013 Indians also had six 
seniors selected to the Texas High School 
Coaches Association Academic All State 
team. These students held an overall 
average of 92 or above in every class in 
grades 9-12: First Team-Jared Talton; 
Second Team-Bobby Dawson; Honorable 
Mention-Austin Milan, Chris Mangini, 
Taylor Hanley, Hunter Hanratty. Three 
football players were nominated to the 
Texas Associated Press Football Team. 
Brant Halfin, Jeremiah Rose, and Ky 
Walker were selected as honorable 
mention nominees. 

 
 

By: Laurel Brittain 
PowWow Sports Editor 
 



  
   

Journalism Team Takes Top Honors 
PN-G’s UIL Journalism team is taking no prisoners as the 2014 UIL Academic competition season gets 
into full swing. After competing in three meets thus far, the Indian Press members have taken the award 
for Top Journalism Team in all three meets. 
 
Winning nine 
medals at the 
Goose Creek 
Memorial meet 
in Baytown on 
Jan. 11, the PN-
G journalists 
narrowly 
defeated the 
Crosby team by 
four points for 
the team plaque. 
Those winning 
medals included: 
Victoria White -- 
First in Editorial 
Writing, first in 
Headline 
Writing, sixth in 
News Writing; 
Laurel Brittain – 
Second in News Writing, third in Editorial Writing; Roxanne Zech, second in Feature Writing and fifth 
in Headline Writing; Kourtney Wagner, third in Headline Writing and sixth in Feature Writing; and 
Diego Fernandez,  fifth in Feature Writing. 
 
The Nederland Invitational  UIL meet on Jan. 25 was another victory for the Indian team, with 11 
medals awarded individually. Those who brought home medals include: Victoria White – First in 
Feature Writing, third in Headline Writing and fifth in Editorial Writing;  Roxanne Zech – Second in 
Headline Writing, third in News Writing and fifth in Feature Writing; Laurel Brittain – Third in 
Feature Writing; Kourtney Wagner – Third in Editorial Writing; and Maddison Browning --- Fourth in 
Headline Writing, fifth in Editorial Writing. 
 
The Indians made it three-for-three at their own UIL Academic meet on Feb. 7, winning seven medals 
and bring home the Top Journalism Team plaque. Winners at that meet included: Maddison Browning 
– First in News Writing, second in Editorial Writing and first in Headline Writing; Roxanne Zech – 
Second in News Writing; Diego Fernandez – Third in News Writing; and Kourtney Wagner – Third in 
Editorial Writing. 
 
The team will next travel to Brenham to compete on March 1.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
Disney returned to the Golden Triangle as the Port Neches-Groves High School Theatre Department 
presented “Mulan, Jr.”  Jan. 10-13 at the PN-G High School Auditorium.  After the success of “The 
Little Mermaid Jr.” in September,   the group decided to continue to explore the possibility of bringing 

another Disney musical to the stage. 
 
“We performed a musical number from ‘Mulan’ at Thespian Convention 
back in October and we advanced to Nationals with it,” sophomore Railey 
Tassin, who plays the title character, said. “We’ve been working on the 
entire production since then.” 
 
In addition to Tassin in the lead role, the musical production also featured 
junior Hunter Courts as Captain Shang,   sophomore Megan Thompson as 
Mushu and senior Wren Miller as Yao. In all, over 25 theatre students 
made up 
the cast 
and crew. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Three members of the PN-G TAFE 
(Teacher Association of Future Educators) 
Organization will head for San Antonio 
after qualifying for the State TAFE 
Convention/Competition which will be 
held Feb. 23-25.  The trio, all seniors, 
include Tracy Bonilla, Shelby Brashers and 
Claire Brown. Their sponsor is Mrs. 
Cortnie Schexnaider. 
 

Brashers and Brown will be competing in the “Storybook” competition at the state contest. The girls were 
required to compose a storybook, complete with illustrations, geared to the second-grade reading level. 
Brashers authored the story and Brown served as illustrator. “Our story is about a little girl who is harassed 
at school for dressing differently,” Brashers said. “She dreams of another world where she meets a friend 
who teachers her that it is good to be unique.” 
 
Bonilla will be competing in the “Bulletin Board” contest, in which contestants must demonstrate their 
knowledge, skills and ability to create a bulletin board display for teaching and/or for student interaction. 
Participants must prepare a display and an oral presentation introducing the display and summarizing how 
it could be used in a classroom setting to teach a lesson. 
 
The three girls earned their chance to compete at state after placing at the district level competition held at 
the Region V Regional Conference held at Lamar State College Orange on Jan. 10. “I’m excited that all of 
our hard work has paid off and excited to learn more about the career in education that I am looking 
forward to pursuing,” Brashers said. 

Teacher Association of 
Future Educators 



 Port Neches Middle Happenings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 
 

  
 

Students who were in the 
PNMS musical, FAME Jr, 
went on a caroling tour 
around Port Neches on 
December 20th. They sang at 
the administration office, 
several banks and credit 
unions, and Magnolia Manor 
Nursing Home. 

 

 

Bean Changes Role at PNMS 
Samara Bean is not new to Port Neches Middle School or the 
field of coaching; but this is her first year to coach for the Lady 
Warriors. She will be coaching basketball and track; as well as, 
teaching Life Management. Mrs. Bean taught science here for the 
past 6 years and was ready to get back to the gym and coaching. 
She had previous experience at Hardin Jefferson and Little 
Cypress - Mauriceville High Schools coaching basketball, 
volleyball, track, and softball. Her 2006 LCM softball team won 
State Champions. With PNMS basketball coming to an end, 
Coach Bean is proud of her team’s success. Eighth grade A team 
had only one district loss, and B team was undefeated. She feels 
“really fortunate to be able to get back into doing what [she] loves 
with such a great group of athletes.” Go Lady Warriors!!!! 

Vincent Middle School Winter 
Tournament Champs! 



 Groves Middle Happenings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 All-Region Choir 
 

Groves Middle School is 
proud of our All-Region 
choir students. These 
students did an 
outstanding job!  All-
Region competition was 
held November 9. 

150 GMS Choir students 
participated in the Texas 
Renaissance Festival 
School Days Early Music 
Competition on 
November 5th. Our 8th 
Grade girls received 2nd 
place in the Treble Choir 
division. The 7th & 8th 
boys received 1st place in 
the Tenor/Bass division. 
Congratulations to all 
students who participated! 
 

Paper Mache Project 
GMS art students worked 
hard on their paper mache 
projects. These pieces were 
displayed in the library for 
everyone to see. Thank you 
Mr. Eakin and Mrs. Lofton 
for your work with these 
talented students! 



Groves Elementary Happenings 
 

 

Groves Elementary’s Treble Tribe & Rockin’ Recorders went 
on a Christmas caroling trip to an area nursing home & credit 
unions. Members also enjoyed a lunch at Mazzio’s. What a 
way to 
spread the 

Christmas spirit!!  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Watch D.O.G.S.  
Groves Elementary held a Watch D.O.G.S. launch 
event/pizza night on January 14th. Mrs. Scarlet 
Hammersmith and Mrs. Heather Graham made the 
presentation.  This night was for dads/father figures to 
spend some time with their children, eat pizza, and learn 
about Watch D.O.G.S. Watch D.O.G.S. is a program that 

gets dads/father 
figures active in 
their child’s 
school.  



Port Neches Elementary Happenings 
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Congratulations to Mong Nguyen!  
She received $500 from the PNG 
Educational Foundation April 
Begnaud Memorial Grant to go 
towards her classroom math library. 

Spotlight on Excellence Winners 
Congratulations go to our counselor, Kim Bell, 
and teacher, Beverly Cavender, for all their hard 
work at PNE. Together they have initiated a 
Backpack Buddy Program that ensures our 
children will not go hungry on weekends and 
holidays. They appreciate the support of staff, 
individuals, and community organizations that 
support this program. School board president, 
Rusty Brittain awarded them their certificates at 
the school board meeting on December 9th. 

Excellence in Education from Exxon Mobil and Hello Grocery 
A great big thank you to Exxon Mobil. They gave $500 from 
their Educational Alliance program from our local 
Exxon/Mobile Hello Food Mart. The money will benefit 
PNE’s math and or science curriculum. 

Rainbow Room 

PNE students kindly give new baby items, personal hygiene, new toys, and 
other things that will benefit children to the Rainbow Room instead of 
exchanging Christmas gifts. PNE has supported the Rainbow Room at 
Christmas for about 15 years. Their benevolent giving is deeply appreciated. 



 

Perfect Attendance Winners 

PNE Students enjoyed a trip to 
Tugboat Island for classroom 
perfect attendance. Each 4th and 5th 
grade class with perfect attendance 
for a week has their class name 
entered into a contest for a prize. 
The names of a 4th and 5th grade 
class are drawn each 6th week. We 
are proud of our students’ high 
attendance.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STARR Parent Night 
January 4th, PNE teachers sponsored a STAAR Parent Night. We 
appreciate the great parent participation. 

 

 

 

 

 



Ridgewood Elementary Happenings 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
First Graders Spin 
Dreidels in Music! 
First graders learn the game of 
spinning dreidels as they prepare for 
their upcoming program, “Holidays 
on Parade.”  “Spin a Little Dreidel” 
is just one of the songs students are 
learning about holidays that are 
celebrated in America.   

 
Third Graders Shine in their Christmas Musical and 
Caring Project! 
Ridgewood third graders presented their Christmas musical for parents and 
students.  Dr. Cavness enjoyed the program, as well as getting to hold Mrs. 
Harper’s brand new baby girl, Hadley!  The third graders also completed a 
very successful “Caring Project,” to raise money for a boy battling cancer.  
“Dollars for DeSean” raised close to $1,100!   
 

Jefferson County Sherriff’s Helicopter Visit 
Students at Ridgewood were dazzled to see a Jefferson County 
Sherriff’s helicopter land in our playground.  Sherriff Mitch Woods is 
the grandfather of one of our second graders.  Students were then 
allowed to visit with the pilots and ask questions.  It was an awesome 
day and the kids had an exciting time learning about an important 
community helper!   
 



 
 

Ridgewood Kindergarteners Enjoy the Freeze! 
 
 
 
 
Ridgewood First 
Graders  
 
 
 

Celebrate the 50th Day of School! 
Our first graders had many fun activities to celebrate the 50th Day of School.  One activity 
included getting to dress in 50s style and learning to jitterbug to early 50s Rock and Roll music! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students in Mrs. Murdock’s 
kindergarten class enjoyed the 
cold weather by reading The 
Mitten, by Jan Brett. They then 
created a giant mitten, in 
which they all got a turn to 
crawl into just like the animals 
in the story.  They also had a 
wonderful time observing the 
icicles and results of the 
freezing temperatures. 

Congratulations Susan Rozell! 
We are so proud of our first 
grade teacher Mrs. Rozell for 
receiving a grant from the PNG 
Education Foundation for her 
first graders! 
 



Taft Elementary Happenings 
 

  

Taft students and parents had a wonderful time 
at Reading Night on November 19, 2013.  The 
families made stops at several different locations 
throughout the building.  They visited an ipad 
station where they were able to discover some of 
the wonderful apps the children are allowed to 
explore during school hours.  Another station 
was a story time station with some special guest 
readers that included Dr. Duhon, Staci Gary, Jeff 
Kuchar, Judge Burnett, Tonya Davis, and Kay 
Doucet.   
 
 
 
 

In the gym, the families were playing word 
squares and every family left with a book.  After 
visiting our book fair, the families were 
entertained with Mrs. LeBlanc’s Drama class.  
They performed several different Readers’ 
Theatres.  We are looking forward to our Math 
Night that will be on Feb. 18th.  

 

http://www.mycutegraphics.com/graphics/reading/reading-partners.html�


The children at Taft had the chance to 
experience the way children worked and played 
back in the old days during our Fall Fest.  They 
shucked corn, shot bows and arrows, made leaf 
rubbings, had corn races, made butter and 
lemonade.  The children had a great time and 
they loved learning about how different things 
were for the Pilgrim boys and girls. 

 

 

Taft’s First Grade performed “Littlest Christmas Tree” during the month of December.  
They performed for their parents on December 12th and then they performed for the public 
at Gulf Credit Union on December 18th.  They did a fantastic job! 

 

Gabby Jordan, a member of the Kilgore Rangerettes 
74th Line visited Taft to promote chocolate milk as 
the best sports recovery drink for Southwest Dairy 
Farmers.  This tasty lesson promoted drinking 
chocolate milk to help your muscles recover after a 
workout! 

 

 

 

 

 

Taft Elementary had a great time 
celebrating the 100th day of 
school.  The kindergarten 
students designed a shirt with 100 
items.  The first graders dressed 
up as 100 year old people.  We 
have been working so hard to get 
to this day!  We are 100 days 
SMARTER!  

 

https://www.southwestdairyfarmers.com/�


Van Buren Elementary Happenings 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students who sold 25 or more items were treated  
to a limousine ride to Dairy Queen and Tugboat Island. 

STUDENTS ENJOY LIMO RIDE 

First grade teacher, Mrs. Christy Jones, 
and her class won a pizza party for 
having the most PTA memberships. 

PTA Membership Pizza Party Winners 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“KIDS LAB” FUNDED by BASF TOTAL PETROCHEMICAL 

BASF funded the “Kid’s Labs” opportunity for all third and fifth graders 
at Van Buren, Taft, and Groves Elementary.  The Children’s Museum 
of Houston came and provided a slime lab to the third graders and an 
filtration lab to the fifth graders.  It was a great learning experience and 
we appreciate BASF for providing the opportunity. 

On January 15, 2014, Van Buren second graders watched a webinar thru Scholastic Books. The webinar included 
authors Jeff Kinney who writes the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series, and Dave Pilkey who writes Captain Underpants 
books. Both authors were asked where they get their ideas for each story. They also drew their lead characters 
blindfolded. Then the children in the audience helped them write a new story. They created six story panels together. 
The last three panels were left for children to create and send in for a contest.Second grade ate their lunch in their 
rooms on that day so that they could watch the webinar live. Everyone really enjoyed it and the students were excited 
about drawing the closing of the story so they could enter the contest. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The second grade students at Van Buren decided to bring stuffed animals to 
give Garth House instead of exchanging gifts at Christmas. Two staff 
members of Garth House came to the school on December 19th to talk to the 
students and collect the animals. They told the students a little about the 
children who come to Garth House and that every child that comes for an 
interview is given a stuffed animal and book. They also brought the therapy 
dog, Jack, who helps the children at Garth House get well. Each 2nd grader 
was allowed to pet Jack. The third grade classes collected new books to give 
Garth House on the same day. The staff members also went to each third 
grade room and talked to the students and collected the books. Every third 
grader who wanted to pet Jack was allowed to do so. The Garth House 
expressed how thankful they were for the donations. 

Pictured petting Jack, the therapy 
dog are Mrs. Brashers 2nd graders, 
Caitlyn Weber, Abbey Loyacano, 
Kynlee Henneberry, and Kassie 
Carpenter. 
 

Pictured with their 
stuffed animals for the 
children of the Garth 
House are Mrs. 
Belaire’s 2nd graders, 
Trey Collazo and 
Brady Brashers. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?sa=X&rlz=1T4DMUS_enUS304US304&tbm=isch&tbnid=9OzTsm9Sq1niVM:&imgrefurl=http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/ME-TO-YOU-TATTY-TEDDY-Love-Message-KEEPSAKE-CARD-Envelope-BOYFRIEND-29-/370839849330&docid=ZCzMljjhINGxiM&imgurl=http://www.thepresentshop.co.uk/images/shop/product_images/9913/me-to-you-tatty-teddy-thank-you-figurine-40776.jpg&w=500&h=500&ei=yBICU5mMMOLsyQGu1YGADQ&zoom=1�


Woodcrest Elementary Happenings 
 

 
 
New School Record 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

A third grader, Peyton, 
just broke the school’s 
highest A.R. points 
with 400 points! The 
year isn’t over yet 
though. We can’t wait 
to see what Peyton sets 
the record at! 

Third grade students organized 
Project Furry Friends. It was a huge 
success! Woodcrest students brought 
many bags of dog food and cat food 
to be donated to the Humane 
Society.  Students collected 367 lbs. 
of food for our Furry Friends!  
The third graders were so excited 
when a representative of the 
Humane Society came to pick up 
the food and brought a "furry friend" 
along with her to say thank you. 

STAAR 
Math 
and 

Reading 
Night 

 
Parents were invited to come and learn about ways to help their students become better readers and math students. 
Teachers talked with parents about websites and strategies that they can do at home with their child to help them 
become stronger students. Parents that attended the meeting were able to see examples of questions from the STAAR 
test. The teachers shared some strategies that they have been showing the kids as a way to tackle this test. Woodcrest 
teachers were so excited to make a stronger team connection with these parents! 



Harlem Globe Trotters at Woodcrest 
One of the players on the Harlem Globe Trotters Basketball team, Cheese 
Chisholm, came to Woodcrest to talk to the students about following their 
dreams and not letting anyone tell you that you can’t do something! He 
entertained students with not only the tricks he could do with the basketball but 
with his life story. He taught students some life strategies that will help them 
reach their dreams and not give up!  Woodcrest would like to express a huge 
thank you Mr. Bob Thewman, General Manager of Philpott Ford for making 
this happen! 

Martian Mania! 
First grade students 
celebrate the end of 
the action packed 
Solar System unit by 
dressing like 
Martians. During 
this unit students 
studied all the 
planets, the surface 
of the moon, how 
rockets are launched, 
and all about 
comets. Woodcrest 
was invaded by 
Martians!  
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Penguin Parents for a Day 
Penguins were everywhere in January as Woodcrest second grade 
studied this fun filled unit. The unit began with a surprise package 
from Antarctica with different activities for the students to complete. 
As a conclusion activity, students were Penguin Parents for the Day. 
The students had fun trying to keep their babies warm and from 
cracking open! A valuable lesson on responsibility was learned! 
 

http://www.mycutegraphics.com/graphics/penguin/penguin-with-books.html�
http://www.mycutegraphics.com/graphics/penguin/penguin-holding-a-ruler.html�


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
Dear Indians,  

I hope this letter finds our families doing well and enjoying the spring semester.  Spring Break is only two weeks 
away and many of us will be traveling to the lake, the beach or to other destinations.  It is important that we all 
take a step back and make sure that we are safe in our travels.  Safety on the highways and around water is 
paramount and we want everyone to have safe and enjoyable travels.  With spring comes sunshine and pleasant 
temperatures and our playing fields are filled with softball, baseball, tennis and soccer players.  We must work 
together to keep our students focused and engaged.  Although the spring semester is filled with events, I know 
that our students, teachers and parents can use a few days off, and we want everyone to be safe and have some 
fun.  With the spring semester comes a big round of testing and our students are ready for the challenge.  Our 
teachers and staff have planned, implemented and given exemplary instruction to our students to ensure their 
success. 

 
I am proud of our students, staff and parents for the love and support they show our students.  Our students excel at everything they attempt and 
their accomplishments are evident at the local, regional, state and national level.  With the implementation of HB5, we can better give students 
and parents the flexibility they need to choose a path of study.  Over two years ago, we began writing the notes for HB5, and after months of 
implementation we are almost ready to put the bill into place for students.  HB5 not only benefits our students, it also benefits our local industry 
and business.  We are eager to continue our work on HB5 and see that it is fully implemented.   
 
Port Neches-Groves Independent School District has always been, is now, and will continue to set the standard for Southeast Texas.  This is 
accomplished through the hard work or our staff and parents.  As a school district we cannot survive without the continued support and help 
from our parents.  We encourage and appreciate our parents more than you know, and your hard work and dedication do not go unnoticed.  
We are all on the same team, a team that is focused on our children, and how we can continue to provide them the absolute best.  Our tradition 
is strong and long-standing and we must always dedicate our efforts to see it continue and strengthen.  What a great place to be! 
 
One very important aspect of leadership is the development of a Mission and Vision for an organization.  Without a Vision, an organization 
does not know what direction it is moving in and can become mediocre.  Mediocrity is not acceptable in this district and we certainly will not let 
that happen.  We currently have a Vision and Mission, but it is important to revisit both every 6-8 years and improve upon it.  There is nothing 
wrong with the current Vision and Mission, but it is time to revisit them.  As the flagship district for Southeast Texas, we can never become 
complacent!  We must strive for continued excellence and continue to work hard and smart for our kids, families, schools and communities.  
 
On March 24th at 6:30 p.m., we will assemble at the West Groves Education Center for a Vision writing workshop.  I strongly encourage ALL 
STAKEHOLDERS to attend (moms, dads, grandparents, business leaders, industry representatives, teachers, staff members, anyone who has a 
stake in this district).  Our District Education Improvement Committee, administrative leadership team, board members and a number of other 
people will be invited to contribute to this endeavor.  The more people we have there the better and I expect to see a large number of our 
stakeholders in attendance.  It will not take long to do this, but this event is very important to our success.   I will discuss this event during the 
March Board meeting.  
 
I hope you have a great spring semester and spring break.  Summer is just around the corner.  I know that our parents will continue to prepare 
our children for school and give them the love and support they need to see success.  Our students need to be here every day, ready to learn and 
excel.  Support and work with our teachers and administrators…we are all on the same team!  Continue to strive for excellence and never 
become complacent.  Be thankful for what we share in this district.  Honor, Pride and Tradition are alive and well and it is everyone’s 
responsibility to contribute and make them even stronger!   I am thankful to be your superintendent and hope to see you soon. 
 
God Bless, 
 
Rodney D. Cavness, Ed.D. 

This newsletter is published by the Port Neches-Groves ISD. 
 

PNGISD Board of Trustees 
Rusty Brittain, President 

Rodney Balsamo, Vice President 
Eric Sullivan, Secretary 
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