
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Grade students in Mrs. Paisley Ware’s Class at Ridgewood Elementary took part in “Read The 
Most From Coast To Coast” on March 2, and helped to set a new national record for the number of 
Accelerated Reader™ Quizzes taken in one day.  The one day record students were challenged to top was 
2,177,586. Students coast to coast joined in the challenge and succeeded in setting a new record.  “The new 
record for the number of Accelerated Reader Quizzes taken in one day is 3,581,992,” said Mrs. Ware. 
“Students were excited to be a part of this shared challenge. They enjoyed seeing their quizzes counted 
among the national results on the live quiz counter.” 
 

The nation’s most widely used reading management software program for K-12 schools, Accelerated 
Reader helps teachers motivate students to read, measure progress and improve reading levels.  Students 
read a book at the appropriate level and then take a quiz that assesses comprehension of the book just read. 
Accelerated Reader scores the quiz, monitors results, generates reports, and provides a platform to manage 
individual reading practice. “Read The Most From Coast To Coast enabled students to take part in a shared 
reading adventure,” said Mrs. Ware. “Students were thrilled when the one day AR Quiz record was 
shattered.” The second grade class set a personal goal of taking and passing 150 Accelerated Reader 
Quizzes that day.  They went above and beyond and succeeded in passing 165 tests!!!!! As a way to 
recognize students for their efforts in setting this national record, all students in Mrs. Ware’s class who took 
part received a certificate of participation. 
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Ridgewood Elementary Students Help 
Shatter Nationwide Reading Record!!! 

 



Easter was a happy time for our kindergarteners.  
They had a grade-wide Easter egg hunt on the front 
lawn, followed by activities in the classroom.  They 
are also watching caterpillars turn to butterflies in 

their classroom butterfly gardens! 

Ridgewood Elementary Happenings 
 
Mrs. Sartin’s First Grade Class has a “Popping” Good Time  
During a Social Studies lesson on Inventors and Inventions, students in Mrs. 
Sartin’s class read the book POP! The Invention of Bubble Gum by Meghan 
McCarthy.  The Boys and girls then were given a 
piece of gum and tried to blow bubbles.  After many 
attempts several students were successful.  We 
graphed who could or could not blow bubbles, then 
completed the writing assignment.  They were asked 
to write as if they were telling someone how to blow 

a bubble.  (First, next, last)  Last the students created a portrait of themselves blowing 
a bubble, using a balloon for the bubble. 

 
 
Earth Day Celebration at Ridgewood! 
The 404 students at Ridgewood Elementary were excited to help the 
community celebrate Earth Day by decorating over 400 grocery bags 
that will be used at HEB! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Kindergarteners Enjoy Spring Activities 
The kindergarteners presented their “Spring Revue” for parents and 
students in March.  The students sang songs about all the new things 
they learned in their classrooms, the library and music throughout the 
year.  They did a wonderful job.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

HEB and Exxon Mobil help 
Ridgewood Purchase 10 iPads 
Ridgewood was presented with a $5,000 
check from HEB’s Tournament of 
Champions.  Along with a $500 grant 
from Exxon Mobil, Ridgewood was able 
to purchase 10 more ipads for use in the 
classrooms.  A big “THANKS” goes out 
to our community businesses for helping 
our kids!  
 

Students have fun in the sunny outdoor garden by planting 
beautiful flowers.  They also got a chance to observe insects, pull 
weeds, and see their shadows in the sun!  All of our students will 
have a chance to plant various flowers in a special flower bed 
designed for their grade level!   
 

Ridgewood students have been collecting aluminum can tabs in Mrs. Jones music room since August.  For each gallon jug 
collected, one family gets a one-night stay at the Ronald McDonald House.  This year, first grade was the winning grade 
level with the most tabs collected.  The children were so excited to see the shelves fill up with tabs for a great cause.     
 



Did you see us on T.V.?  2nd 
grade students helped write a 

song for our Relay for Life 
event on April 27. They used 
the tune of “Take Me Out to 
the Ballgame,” and changed 
some of the words to fit . The 

whole school learned the song. 
T.V. stations and the Port 

Arthur News were invited to 
come hear and film the song. 

 

Taft Elementary Happenings 
 
 
 

Kindergarten ended their Texas Social 
Studies Unit with a grand stick horse 
parade. The kids decorated a stick 
horse and dressed in their finest 
western garb. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
First grade students had their Easter bonnet parade. Mrs. 
McCord and Ms. Smith, who will both be retiring, led the 
parade. 
 



Woodcrest Elementary Happenings 
 

Woodcrest Elementary’s 2nd grade classes visited Central Mall on Thursday, April 5, 2012. 
They performed by singing songs to a crowd of proud parents, grandparents and shoppers, and 
parading through the mall showing off the Easter hats they each hand-made. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Down at the Woodcrest Farm Kindergarten classes had visits from different farm animals. 
Students fed and talked to the animals as they learned what each animal’s role on the farm is.  
Students got to see pigs, chicks, and rabbits.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ready, Set, Run! Woodcrest 1st – 3rd grade students are 
getting ready to run the mile relay for the Presidential 
fitness test. Students love trying to beat the school 
records, as well as their own records from last year. 
Students will run the mile May 3rd at the high school 
just like a real track meet while parents and teachers 
cheer them on. 
 

Running 
is fun! 



3rd grade students kick 
back and relax as they 
practice reading 
comprehension after 
the STAAR test. 
Students felt the relief 
of having the test 
behind them and 
found it a little more 
easy to kick back and 
read. This time the 
students really enjoyed 
reading. 

 
 
 
Woodcrest had the pleasure of being invaded by 
the NERDS (Never Ending Radical Dudes), The 
Morris Brothers. These two gentlemen put on an 
excellent show about bullying and how to avoid it. 
Their skits show children how to avoid 
confrontation and also gave the kids a chance to 
practice being in these types of situations. Students 
as well as teachers really enjoyed getting to be a 
part of the skits! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Van Buren Elementary Happenings 
 

The Morris Brothers entertained Van Buren students and faculty in a fun and exciting 
program.   The Morris Brothers are Nerds. They wear plaid pants, pocket protectors, taped 
glasses and their hair stands straight up. This dynamic duo may look like two nerds, but 

they don’t believe they’re nerds. 
After an explosion in their 
underground tree house 
laboratory; they were 
transformed into social 
superheroes on a mission to 
save and entertain the entire 
world one school at a time. To 
these two, N.E.R.D. stands for 
a Never Ending Radical Dude 
or Dudette.  They teach “it’s 
not what you look like, but how 
you feel about yourself that’s 
important.” They want kids to 

be confident in themselves and their abilities, to stand up for their beliefs and strive for high 
ideals by teaching self-esteem, peer pressure, character traits, bullying, drug prevention, 
friendship and more. Live songs are performed that relate to these specific topics, 
encouraging audience participation. It’s a high energy comedy presentation aimed to please 
and teach students and teachers of all ages. It’s smart, clever, engaging, educational and 
fun; all rolled into one amazing show. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Van Buren is happy to welcome new members 
to our VB family. Pictured are Barbara Cormier 
and Debra Peveto. Not pictured is Cindy Faul.  
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Pictured here are Coach Hebert and third grader, Brady Nail, who 
broke Van Buren’s previous record by running the mile in 6:42. 

All Van Buren students 
participated in our annual 
“Mile Run.” Coach Hebert 
and Dr. Endicott helped 
students train for this event. 
Parents and family members 
were invited to come and 
cheer their family member on. 
Coach Becky Hebert said that 
all of the students did a 
FANTASTIC job, and that 
she was very proud of them. 

READY...SET...GO!!!!!! 

Mrs. Arredondo’s Kindergartener, 
Brady Brashers is excited about his 4th 
place in the 1/2 mile run. 

Third graders, Ryleigh Osborne, Brody Bailey, & Luke 
Nguyen give their race to the finish line 

Kindergarten students, Ridge 
Edwards & Brady Brashers 
after their race.  
  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The second grade students celebrated 
Arbor Day with a tree planting 
ceremony.  Each child had a turn 
helping dig the hole.  Then the 
children read several poems about 
trees.  The ceremony ended with a 
song about a pear tree. 

PN-G’s Elementary 
Curriculum 
Coordinator, Mrs. 
Staci Gary helped VB 
second graders plant 
the pear tree.  

Pictured here is first grade teacher, Mrs. Mary Simon 
walking the halls with her students. 

Pictured here are 
first graders, 
Lake Edwards 
and Nick Warren.  

Pictured here are first 
graders, Lake Edwards 

and Nick Warren. 



Port Neches Elementary Happenings 
Autism Awareness Month 

April is Autism Awareness Month. Sarah Guidry, a fourth grader in Mrs. 
Foster’s class at Port Neches Elementary challenged PNE to raise money for 
Autism awareness. As seen in the picture, when each class raised $20.00, they 
added a puzzle piece on the board. Sarah will present The Autism Society of 
Southeast Texas with a check for $892.79 from PNE. Top fundraisers are Mrs. 
Foster’s fourth grade class and Mrs. Le Tulle’s fifth grade class who each raised 
$223.00. Both classes will be treated to a pizza party! 

A special shout out to Stacia Fisher and our special education department for 
collecting and counting money. We are proud of Sarah’s leadership and our 
caring students and staff who gave to this worthwhile group.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twin Day Fundraiser 
Students had a great time dressing up with their favorite twin or multiple.  
Money raised will go toward the end of year field trip. 

     

   

   

AR Dodge Ball 
PNE students enjoy reading a 
good book. We had 125 4th 
graders and 1000 5th graders earn 
their AR points the fifth six 
weeks. These students 
participated in an awesome 
Dodge Ball game for AR 
Incentive Day. The students had 
a grand time. 

 

Fourth Grade again had 
a successful Texas Hoe 
Down with lots of 
singing and dancing of 
the Old West songs. 
Teachers and parents 
worked hard providing 
the children with a day 
of Western games and 
activities to enrich their 
study of Texas.  

 

iPad Friday  PNE students get to participate in many enjoyable activities.  iPad Friday 
rates towards the top of the list. iPad Fridays started in an effort to familiarize students 
with using the iPads.  Each week names are drawn at random from each grade level 
and those students come to the computer lab for 30 minutes of iPad time.  Every PNE 
student has an opportunity to participate in this great activity. 

 



Groves Elementary Happenings 
BASF FINA Petrochemicals Limited Partnership made a 
recent donation to Groves Elementary School to support 
the purchase of STAAR™ (State of Texas Assessments of 
Academic Readiness) science and writing workbooks for 
students in 4th and 5th grades.  The workbooks will be used 
during the 2013 - 2014 school year.  STAAR has replaced 
the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS). 
“BASF FINA Petrochemicals is proud to assist Groves 
Elementary, a nearby school in our immediate fence-line 
community.  Our desire is for the students to use these 
workbooks to master STAAR program measures and 
achieve readiness for success in subsequent grades, college 
and their careers,” said Carol Hebert, manager of 
Community and Government Affairs at BASF FINA.   
“This monetary donation will allow our campus to 
purchase the most current instructional materials for science 
and writing, and replace materials that are not aligned with 
the increased rigor of the new state testing requirements,” said Scarlet Hammersmith, Groves Elementary principal. 
“We are always appreciative, but the timing of this donation has never been more crucial due to the financial 
uncertainty of school districts across the state.  Groves Elementary is grateful for the continued support of BASF.” 
 

The Missing gaTor of guMbo LiMb 
Each student did a project to be presented to the class that pertained 
to the book, The Missing Gator of Gumbo Limbo in some way i.e...  A 
Venn Diagram Alligator vs. Crocodile, make a Dajun (the alligators) 
habitat, Liza K.'s, the main characters habitat, 10 items that related to 

the story, etc. Each class 
had a time when family 
was invited to join them 
as the students made 
their presentations and 
had a reception of snacks 
or food. One of the 
Grandmothers made this alligator cake for the classes. WOW! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mrs. Jones Receives Grant for 
Classroom Balls 
4th grade teacher, Mrs. Jones applied for and 
was rewarded a grant from the PN-G 
Educational Foundation for the purchase of 
yoga balls for each student in her class. These 
balls help students keep their brain oxygenated 
by the slight movements they make. Research 
has proven that the use of these balls helps 
students retain more information, get better 
grades, increase test scores, stay more alert and 
focused during instruction, strengthen core 
muscles, and promote better posture. Way to go 
Mrs. Jones and thank you to the PN-G 
Educational Foundation.  
 



Groves Elementary 
4th Grade Recognizes  

“Poetry Month” 
 
Mrs. Howard’s cluster has been composing a Poetry Book containing 
different types of poems. The first will be their Bio Poem (pictured left) 
followed by a page dedicated to their mom. This will be a Mother’s Day 
gift to take home. 

 
 
Mrs. Duplant’s cluster also did a Poetry Unit were they 
worked on poems in class and some students worked on 
them at home. Each student created their own poetry 
collection into a book. Pictured below are some of the 
poem collection books they made. To complete the unit 
each student designed a PowerPoint presentation to 
present their favorite poems to the class. The students 
also enjoyed reading several poems from some of their 
favorite poets such as, Bruce Lansky and Shel 
Silverstein.  

 

Robotics 
     Contest 

On April 26, 2012 the Groves Elementary Robotics Club held a 
contest amongst its teams. Pictured right is a team making some 
last minutes adjustments to their robot before start time.  
Groves Elementary would like to thank the Corporate Sponsors 
of the club who are; Kim Hoyt and Sam Desmond both from 
Huntsman, and our teacher sponsors Mrs. Linda Howard and 
Mrs. Burnett. Winners of the contest are as follows: 

1st Place – Colby Roberts, Mason Weatherly, and Jose Ceja. 2nd 
Place – Jacob McCutcheon, Kyler Richards, and Tanner Sasser. 
3rd Place – Madison Mahana, Sara Chaney, and Savannah 
Smith. 4th Place – Bryce Mickle-Greenwood, Ian Scarberry, and 
David Dockens. Congratulations to all! 

 



Port Neches Middle Happenings 

Students Achieve Many Successes 
Spooky Story 

In the fall, all 7th and 8th grade students at PNMS 

entered the Spooky Story Contest for the Beaumont 

Enterprise. The contest was open to all middle school students in 

Southeast Texas. Port Neches Middle School 8th grade student, 

Devon Choate, won 1st place. Devon’s story was published in the 

Halloween article of the paper along with his picture and 

biographical information.  

 

Gusher 5K 
Two of PNMS’s 8th graders, Dail Mayfield and 

Deanza Bohler, were presented with medals for 

completing and placing in the Gusher 5K over spring 

break.  The Kid’s Marathon Club, which is associated 

with the Gusher, awarded all students who logged 

23 training miles and completed the 5K with a 

medal.  In addition to the Kid’s Club medal, Dail 

and Deanza also received medals for placing in 

their age groups.  Deanza placed 2nd in her age 

group and Dail placed 1st in his age group. 

 

Patriot’s Pen 
Are You Proud of Your Country? 
The Patriot’s Pen is a nationwide youth essay contest sponsored 

by the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Two Port Neches Middle 

School 8th graders were awarded top honors.  VFW post 4820 in 

Port Neches awarded Ryan Leckich first place and Whitney Day 

third place for their essay on “Are You Proud of Your Country?” 

They will be recognized at the VFW May meeting and 1st place 

will receive a $300 Savings Bond. 

 



 

All Region Band 
Port Neches Middle School is proud 

to announce the top students 

named to All Region Band for the 

2011-12 school year. Top row L:—

Ram Polavarapu-8th grade, Luke 

Nguyen-8th grade, Brant Hardisty-

8th grade, Zachary Wiggins-7th grade, David Jiang-8th 

grade, Bottom: Keily Sutton-7th grade -, Dalton Sutton-

8th grade -, Jacob Hotchkiss-8th grade, Leah Dismukes-8th 

grade.  Congratulations to these nine students! 

 

 

 

7th grade – 

Kylie 

Einkauf 

 

 

8th grade – 

 Christian 

Marshall 

 and  

Christopher 

Orta 

 

 

Congratulations to the team of Noah Gutierrez and 

Dalton Sutton, two 8th grade students from PNMS, 

who placed third at state with their invention robot 

named MedBot 2012.  



Groves Middle Happenings 

 

STUDENT COUNCIL  
GMS Student Council collects coke tabs as a 
service project for the Ronald McDonald House 
each year.  Our goal each year is 100 gallons.  We 
collect coke tabs by study hall classes.  Thanks to 
all the great students at GMS, we have collected 
117 gallons already and we are still not done yet.  
One gallon of coke tabs provides one night stay 
for a family of a sick child at the Ronald 
McDonald House in Houston.  Awesome Job!   

 
                                                                                                                   

 
Groves Middle School hosted MS Choir UIL Concert & 

Sightreading Contest on April 4-5. Congratulations to GMS 
Choir students who participated. The Tenor-Bass Choir received 

1st division/superior ratings in Concert. Treble Choir received 1st division/superior ratings 
in both Concert & Sightreading. They earned a Sweepstakes trophy! Great job, GMS Choir! 

  
GMS Choir/Drama will present BEAUTY AND THE BEAST, JR. on May 22 @ 9 am and 7 pm. 
They will also perform for the student body on May 23 @ 2 pm.   
 

 
 
 
 

Art  
Victoria Trevino, 7th grader at Groves Middle School, won 1st place in the 
2012 International Aviation Contest in the state of Texas for her colored 
picture drawing of hot air balloons over a landscape.  Victoria, her 
grandparents, her art teacher, Mrs. Dubuisson, and Mrs. Dubuisson's husband 
were invited to a banquet in Galveston at the Moody Gardens Convention 
Center on March 29.  Victoria was presented a copy of her work, a certificate with 
a ribbon, and an I Pod touch.   
  

Victoria also has a drawing in the Dishman Art Gallery at Lamar University Beaumont.  
She and several others were selected from a group of over 120 entries to display their 
drawings along with Ursula Vernon, a children's illustrator, whose work is also on display 
until April 27.   

DRAMA  
GMS Drama got 2nd Place in Small School Division at an Educational Drama Association 
Competition at Dr. Martin Luther King Middle School on the 14th of April. 



PN-G High School Happenings 
 

 
BOYS GOLF MAKES PNG HISTORY 

 
The Boys Golf Team placed first at 
the regional tournament at Ravens 
Nest in Huntsville April 18-19 and is 
the 2012 Regional Champion. The 
team’s victory advanced them to the 
state tournament in Austin for the first 
time in PNG History. Team members 
are: Tyler Rawson, Braden Bailey, 
Lonnie LaBove, Jarrod Brown, and 
Brandon Provost. Along with the 
team’s regional tournament win, 
Jarrod Brown won the second place 
individual medal. Congratulations, 
Indians! We are proud to have you 
represent PNG at the state level.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOYS AND GIRLS SOCCER  –      
DISTRICT CHAMPIONS 

The boys and girls soccer teams both won 
the 2012 District Title. In addition to their 
victories, both teams moved on to the 
playoffs and the girls won the Bi-District 
title as well. Both teams had outstanding 
seasons. Great job, Indians! 
 
 
 
BASEBALL – DISTRICT CHAMPIONS 
The varsity baseball team is the 2012 
District Champion. The team went 
undefeated in district this season and is in 
the playoffs. Good luck to the team and 
congratulations on your undefeated 
season!  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Junior Emily Bolyard placed first in News 
Writing and sixth in Editorial Writing at 
the UIL Regional Meet this past Saturday 
in Huntsville. The team consisting of 
Emily, Maegan Ware, Elizabeth Dubois, 
and Luke Runte took second-place 
Journalism Team at the meet as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Girls golf team had a great year with several 2nd place finishes throughout the season.  
They worked hard and after two days of district finished second as a team to qualifiy for 
regionals.  Blaire Brevell, Kameryn Scroggs, Oxserio Benites, Kayla Williams, and Sara Mak 
then traveled to Raven's Nest in Huntsville for two days of regional competition and finished 
11th out of all the teams.  We are so proud of their achievements this season! 
 



 
Congratulations to the Indian Band!  On Wednesday, April 18th, the Indian Band 
clinched the coveted UIL ‘Sweepstakes’ trophy with their performance at the Region 10 
UIL Concert & Sightreading Contest.  This is the first time since 2004 that the band 
achieved this distinguished award.  A band obtains this trophy by earning a 1st Division - the 
highest possible rating - at each of the following: the marching contest the previous October, 
Concert, and Sightreading Contests.  Hopefully this is the first of many! 
 
We hope that you can come and see these fine musicians in action at their spring concert 
(free admission) on May 15th at 7 pm in the PN-G High School Auditorium.  

 
 

HOSA  Area VI - State Qualifiers:  
Attended State in San Antonio – March 28-31, 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
April Tomplait- 1st – Home Health Aide 
Jorge Oseguera – 1st- Prepared Speaking 
Danette Higginbotham- 2nd – Clinical Nursing 
Kelli Hearne- 3rd – Extemporaneous Writing 
Rebecca Martin- 4th – Veterinary Science & Kaiser Scholarship Exam 
Austin Thomas- 5th – Pathophysiology 

Left to right: Kelli Hearne, Jorge Osegura, Danette 
Higginbotham, April Tomplait, Rebecca Martin. 
 

Congratulations to 
 Danette Higginbotham for 

placing 2nd in Clinical Nursing 
at the State HOSA Leadership 

Conference! This qualifies 
           her to attend National 

         Competition in 
      Orlando. 



PNGISD Students and Staff 
Participate in Relay for  

Life Fundraisers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ridgewood’s Relay for Life  
a Huge Success! 

Students, parents and staff from 
Ridgewood participated in Relay for 
Life to raise money for cancer 
research.  For one week, there were 
special dress up days and activities for 
students to participate in for a 
donation.  One day, we all gathered 

together to blow bubbles, symbolizing that we were “blowing away 
cancer!”  Through the kindness and generosity of many here at Ridgewood, we were able to 
raise close to $3,000!  We were so proud of the participation and interest for this great cause. 

David Guidry, Louise 
Lattimore, & Mary Simon 

taking a break at Relay. 
  
 

Van Buren Buddies 
Won 1st Place in 

the School 
Division!!  They 

raised over 
$13,000!!! 

Van Buren Buddies Team 
Captains are Bobbi Hayes, 

Jennifer Endicott, & 
Becky Hebert. 

  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
Dear Indians, 

As I travel to campuses, meetings and events throughout the district and around southeast Texas, I 
continue to be amazed with our students, teachers, parents and community members.  The honor, 
pride and tradition is evident in our schools, athletic, and academic events, as our students continue 
to compete, and win at the local, regional and state level.  I believe that students must continually 
be given the opportunity to compete and win, and that is happening.  At each campus and event, 
the parent participation is more than evident.  Colleagues often ask me to explain what it is like at 
PNG, and it is hard to articulate, as it has to be experienced to truly understand it.  I visited the 
Ridgewood fitness day at the Reservation last week and watched the first graders run the mile.   I 
remember how big a track appeared to me when I was that age and can imagine how those little 

ones felt.   It was hot, their faces were red and not one of them quit.  A few cried, and some were a little scared, but none of them 
quit.  As expected, we had a large parent turnout.  I also traveled to the State Golf Championship in Austin and left more than 
impressed with the effort and abilities of our students.  And, as expected, we had a large group of parents, grandparents and 
community members make the trip.  There was a lot of purple there.  Here again, our students were put on the big stage with 
great pressure and stress, playing against some of the best golfers in the country, and they performed very well.  The list of great 
accomplishments at PNG is long, and will certainly continue to grow.  PNG continues to set the standard of excellence in 
southeast Texas and across the state. 
 

Our student attendance has improved, we have a healthy savings account, our enrollment is growing daily and we are continuing 
to be fiscally responsible.  The 2011 legislative session proved to be non productive and with the 2013 session approaching in 
January, it is time to rally the troops and let our legislators know that children are our most precious resource and we will not 
tolerate anything but the best for our children.  Teacher and parent voices are powerful and it is imperative that we take an active 
role to ensure that our district is afforded the financial support we need to provide the best for our students.  Of course the 
outcome of the next session will affect us in some way, but our children will never suffer in this district, period.  They will 
continue to see the best instruction, safest schools, and optimum opportunities to compete and win.  The tradition will live on, 
and only become stronger. 
 

This school year has flown by and we are at the end once again.  I could go on and on about the great accomplishments we have 
seen during the 11-12 school year.  Summer is upon us and it is time for graduation, the lake, river, beach and family travel.  It is 
important to remind our students to remember safety around the water and to wear seatbelts when traveling.  I wish each of you a 
fun, relaxing and enjoyable summer vacation.  Thank you for your active participation in all that we do.  There will be continued 
uphill battles for us, but we know how to compete and win, and will do so.  Be thankful for what we have here at PNG, as most 
others are not as fortunate as us.  I have enjoyed my first two years as your Superintendent and realize that the people in our 
communities make this place the finest.  Once again, have a great summer, and thank you for contributing to this outstanding 
district. 
 

Thank you and GOD BLESS! 
 
Rodney D. Cavness, Ed.D.  

This newsletter is published by the Port Neches-Groves ISD. 
 

PNGISD Board of Trustees 
Rodney Balsamo, President 
Jim Walters, Vice President 
Melanie Miller, Secretary 
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Carol Broussard, Member 
Darren McCutcheon, Member 

Lana Parker, Member 
 
 
 

Administration Building 
620 Avenue C 
Port Neches, TX  77651 
409.722.4244         409.724.7864 (fax) 
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