
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

What a wonderful opportunity to learn! With the new campus,  Port Neches Middle School students 
have been provided with multiple ways to learn in their classrooms. Teachers have at their fingertips, 
abundant opportunities to bring learning to life, through the use of technology.  Laptop computers 

are available for all students, as well 
as classroom projectors, mimio 
boards, surround sound, microphones 
and document cameras. Integrating 
technology is now immediate, 
relevant, and helps to make learning 
fun. Students must have a signed 
AUP (acceptable use policy) form 
with parental permission on file in order to use the campus 

computers. We look forward to great strides in the classrooms. Thanks to all involved in making Port 
Neches Middle School a state of the art facility in which our students can continue to grow and thrive.  
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Off to a Good Start 

Computer Aides celebrate the last of “box opening.” Over 500 computers were unboxed and delivered to classes. 



Groves Middle School Happenings 
Dedication of New Groves 
Middle School 
The community, parents, teachers, staff, 
and students gathered to dedicate the 
opening of the new Groves Middle 
School building on Monday, October 25, 
2010.  It was estimated that we had 
around 1000 people attend that night. 
After the dedication in the new 

auditorium, guests and parents visited 
teachers and toured the new building.  Thanks to our teachers, staff, students, and PTA for 
making it a memorable & successful event. 

 

GMS CHOIR 
GMS Choir competed at the Texas Renaissance School Days Early Music Festival on 
Tuesday, November 2, 2010. Choirs from all over the state competed. GMS Treble Choir 
received 3rd place in the Middle School Choir division.  
 
Mrs. Hollier, the choir teacher, received the JamStudio.com Education Grant for her 6th 
grade music classes. Grant providers have funded this $1000 value so that students can 
learn to experiment with music and even write their first song!  
 

Robotics 
Next month the robotics teams will compete at area being held at 
PNMS on Dec. 11. We have 2 invention teams, 2 middle school 
area teams, and 2 middle school teams entering the high school 
arena division. A total of 17 students will be participating.   

 

Congrats to Mrs. Dubuisson 
Mr. Jerry Newman was a well respected art professor at Lamar University for 
many years.  After he passed away, his wife wanted to pay tribute to him by 
selecting 50 of his former students for a special art show in his honor.  Our 
very own art teacher, Mrs. Dubuisson, was one of 50 artists selected by Mrs. 
Newman.  Mrs. Dubuisson’s drawings will be on display until November 
11 at the Dishman Art Museum in Beaumont.  Also, remember to smile 
because Mrs. Dubuisson always is taking pictures for the campus yearbook. 

 



Port Neches Elem. Happenings 

 
BIKE RODEO 
PNE’s first ever “Bike Rodeo” was 
held on October 15th, during P.E. 
classes. Students participated in various 
stations such as a bike inspection, 
helmet check, bike maintenance and 
several skill events along with 
information about bike safety. Over 
150 students received bike helmets 
purchased with donations. We are 
thankful for the help from Acadian 
Ambulance, Academy, B&B Ice, Dr. Tan, Gulf Credit Union, Hauck Enterprises, H-E-B, Kickstand 
Bike Shop Beaumont, Market Basket Port Neches, Port Neches Police Dept., Port Neches Fire Dept., 
Renaissance Hospital, Southeast Texas Renaissance Hospital, Southeast Texas Hike & Bike 
Coalition, Southeast Texas E.R. Nurses Association, and Wal-Mart. We would like to extend a great 
thank you to Mrs. Taylor and our volunteers who helped with this great event! 
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Red Ribbon Week was filled with activities to make students 
aware of the importance of being “drug free.” Each day students 
dressed to drug –free slogans and watched the Red Ribbon Parade 
on Wednesday. Students also enjoyed decorating their classroom 
doors to remind students to stay “drug-free.” Mrs. Brawner’s 5th 
grade class and Ms. Martin’s 4th grade class had winning Red 
Ribbon door decorations.  “RAD”, Rally Against Drugs, was the 
winning name Mrs. Taliaferros’s 5th grade suggested for PNE’s 
drug awareness program. Officer David Kelley and his drug dog, 
Caleb, will present the first program later this month to the 4th and 
5th graders. 

Top Sellers of the of the Peeler –Card 
fundraiser were treated to a limo ride 
to Mazzio’s for pizza. Other top sellers 
were also rewarded with an “Ice 
Cream Pig-Out.” 
 

At a recent assembly author, Dave Sargant, entertained 
Port Neches Elementary children and faculty with 
stories. He helped children understand the art of story 
telling and taught them how they could be good authors 
through their own experiences. Students were eager to 
meet with him and get autographed books he and his 
wife had written. 
 



Port Neches- Groves High School Happenings 
 

Port Neches-Groves High School cheerleaders collected donations for Julie Rogers Gift of 
Life Foundation during the halftime of the PNG vs. Lumberton game.  We donated over 
$2000 to the foundation. 

 
 
 
PNG Senior Receives Writing Award 

Of the 1,641 students nominated in their junior year, PNG’s 
Meagan Shepherd was one of only 33 Texas students recognized 
as outstanding writers in the 2010 Achievement Awards in 
Writing program. Recipients were chosen from students 
nominated from the 50 states, the District of Columbia, the 
Virgin Islands, Canada, and American schools abroad.   The 
National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) awards 
program was established in 1957 to encourage high school 
students in their writing and to recognize publicly some of the 
best student writers in the nation. A team of English teachers 

judges the writing, looking especially for writing that demonstrates effective and imaginative 
use of language to inform and move an audience.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Rock-A-Noos Win District 
The PN-G Rock-A-Noos had quite a season in 
2010. Not only did they win the District 20-4A 
Championship with a district-ending victory over 
arch-rival Nederland, six varsity players were 
voted All-District by the league’s coaches. Senior 
Kirsten Satterwhite earned Offensive Player of the 
Year honors, while fellow seniors Paige Blount, 
Megan Elam and junior Wesli Vincent were 
named to the All-District First Team. Junior 
Kaylee Powell earned second-team honors and 
sophomore Ryanne Lunceford was named 
honorable mention. The ‘Noos defeated Dayton 3 
games to 2 in the second round of the playoffs 
(after receiving  a first-round bye), then fell to 
Brenham 3 games to 1 in a hard-fought match. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the Girls 
Varsity Cross Country 
Team for winning 1st place 
in district and earning the 
title district champions. On 
the Saturday of November 6 
these lady runners traveled 
to Humble, Texas to 
compete at Atascocita High 
School. They improved 
their place as a team 
immensely in regard to the 
vast amount of teams that 

were competing against them.  As for the individual places, the girls improved their personal 
scores competing against one-hundred and fifty six other girls. Congratulations to the 
successful season of a hard working cross country team.  Until next year! 
 



 
Groves Elementary Happenings 

Meet the Teacher 
We had a record turn out at Meet the Teacher night this year. Our parents spent time in the classroom 
where they received information that will help them with their student through the year. They had the 
opportunity to hear first hand from the teacher and see the technology that will be used in the learning 
process in the classroom and at home.  
      
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
AR Kickoff Week and AR Pep Rally 
During our AR kickoff our students showed us that they are “Wild about Reading” by coming to school 
with some wild hair. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the end of the week there was a Pep Rally to get our students really excited about reading and what 
they can achieve by reading, along with the great rewards that we have in store for our Chief Readers. 
There were some special guests at the pep rally to encourage the students. Our very own AR Rappers were 
on hand with a special performance along with some characters from some of the books in our Library. 

  
WWiirreedd  WWeeddnneessddaayy  
Throughout the year the students will have early release and the 
faculty will participate in the new “Wired Wednesday” program 
where they will have continued technology training. Here are some 
of our teachers hard at work through 
collaborative sharing, trying new ways 
and ideas to integrate the technology 
tools available into their lessons and keep 
their students engaged in learning.  
 



 
 
Groves Elementary First Six Weeks  
Model Citizens 
The model citizens for the first six weeks enjoyed 
lunch with the new superintendant along with several 
School Board members and the Director of Child 
Nutrition. Model citizens are students who portray the 
attributes needed to be just that, a model citizen in 
their community as well as maintaining their grades 
and academic studies.  
 
 

 

Campus Pep Rally  
Once again it was time for the big showdown known as “Mid-
County Madness” when all of PN-G begins to stir with excitement. 
We had several Indian Spirits dancing to the sounds of Cherokee as 
our own Indianettes, Cheerleaders, Twirlers, and Spirit leaders all 
performed their routines. As a special treat the students were 
challenged to bring their spare change to class and the teacher with 
the most collected agreed to kiss the bulldog… a REAL bulldog! 
Mr. Edgar was the lucky winner and can be seen below kissing that mean old Bulldog. Our own 
campus Bulldogs all joined in the fun and played a game that in the end was nothing more than pie in 
their face. Mrs. Bell lead our Treble Tribe in Cherokee and the 4th grade sang the traditional “Go My 

Son” to the 5th grade. You could feel the excitement in 
the air as GE wished our team a victory at the game later 
that night. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Groves Elem. Red Ribbon and Halloween Week Events 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The week was full of fun events promoting Red Ribbon week, but the most exciting day was by 
far on Friday when it at times you might have to stop and think about where you were. You 
could have found yourself in Super Mario Land with Mario and Luigi, or somewhere with Alice 
and the Mad Hatter in Wonderland. It even seemed that you might be on a pirate ship 
somewhere in the ocean, or flying around with the grandest wizard of them all, Harry Potter. 
One thing was for sure, there was no shortage of the traditional Halloween witches to be found. 
Oh no that’s for sure, there were old witches, young witches, teacher witches, nurse witches, 
secretary witches and even the biggest witch of all…. the Principal witch! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ridgewood Elementary Happenings 
 

 
Kindergarten Community Helper Week 
For an entire week, Ridgewood kindergarteners learned 
all about community helpers.  Parents of some 
Ridgewood kids visited the children and shared 
information about their professions in the community.  
The kids were visited by Michelle Satchfield, a dietician.  
During this visit, students were taught about the 
importance of healthy eating.  Students were given 
samples of different types of vegetables and fruits to try.  
Also, Dr. Michael Blotner talked to the students about 
what a veterinarian does.  James Ware from Fox 4 News 
came to speak about “a day in the life of a sports reporter”.  Students were also visited by a fireman and a 
policeman and were given a tour of a real fire truck!  The students had a wonderful time getting to know 
their local community workers. 

 
Ridgewood Peer Tutor Shows off his Talent 

PN-G senior, Andrew Todd, who is also the Ridgewood library peer tutor shared his 
talents with the students during library classes.  Andrew read the library book, Baby 
Brains Superstar to the children.  He then sang one of his original songs, “Time for 
Change” while playing his acoustic guitar.  The kids were given a chance to ask 
Andrew questions about his guitar, his music and how they could learn to play a 
guitar too.  It was a great way to bring the story to life, while also inspiring the 
children to follow their dreams.  Thanks, Andrew! 
 

 
 

Red Ribbon Week 
Drug-Free – The Way to Be!  This was the slogan for the 
red ribbon week celebration here at Ridgewood.  During 
this week, students had special dress days, special drug-
free lessons, sang drug-free songs and read books about 
being drug-free.  During the red-ribbon parade, our 
students lined the street in a wave of red shirts and red pom-poms, chanting, “DRUG FREE!  DRUG 
FREE”!  What an awesome sight! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kick off for Character Counts Week 
During a week in September, Ridgewood 
celebrated “Kick off for Character Counts”.  
During the week, Mrs. Donna Greer, 
Ridgewood counselor taught lessons on the 
importance of students having good character.  
Children learned the meanings of the five 
pillars of character: Trustworthiness, Respect, 
Responsibility, Fairness, Caring, and 
Citizenship.  We had special dress days too.  
Students wore the color that represents each 
pillar of character.  Blue-Trustworthy  Yellow-
Respect  Green-Responsibility  Red-Caring 
Orange-Fairness Purple-Citizenship. This 
week served as a lasting reminder for students 
to have good character in order to be 
successful. 

Reflections Contest  This year, the PTA 
Reflections Imagination Program’s theme is 
“Together We Can.”  Ridgewood children 
were urged to open their minds, creativity and 
imaginations with their colors, cameras, 
canvases, glue, or whatever else needed to 
bring out the artist inside of them.  Over forty 
entries were submitted!  The Grand Prize 
winner will receive a large gift basket full of art 
supplies, donated by Fred Miller’s.  The 
entries will all be displayed in the school foyer!  
We can’t wait to see them! 
 



Taft Elementary Happenings 
    

 
 Taft celebrated Patriot Day at 
the flagpole. The school 
gathered to sing patriotic songs 
and had a moment of 

remembrance. Every 
Wednesday we wear red, white and blue as 
a show of support for all our troops. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Once again…… it’s Mid-County 
Madness!  The students look forward to 
the pep rally every year. They are so 
excited to have the high school students 
come over for a visit. This year we had 
an abundance of former Taft kids at the 
pep rally. You can see the kids really get 
in the spirit! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Red Ribbon week was wild! We had crazy clothes, 
red clothes, backwards clothes, crazy hair and hats, 
and costumes.  All week we had a food drive. PTA 
held a contest for the best student made poster with 
winners in each grade.  

 



 

Woodcrest Elementary Happenings 
 
Woodcrest to the Rescue 
3rd grade students are doing a service 
project for the Humane Society of 
Southeast Texas. They have asked all of 
their fellow students at Woodcrest to help 
them out by bringing dog/cat food, 
shampoo, office supplies, and/or money 
donations.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mid County Madness 
Woodcrest students celebrate Mid-County 
Madness week by dressing up like Nederland 
Nerds! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Peer Tutors 
Woodcrest loves our peer tutors! Our peer tutors 
are such a great help! The kids enjoy reading and 
doing fun activities with these great role models! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Honoring our Veterans 
2nd graders are getting ready for their annual 
program to honor Veterans! They are working 
hard learning songs and practicing lines to show 
how grateful they are to our heroes! 
 



 

Van Buren Elementary Happenings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
  

Thank you to everyone who helped to make our Fall LifeShare Blood Drive a great success! We 
had 46 Van Buren students who recruited one or more adults to donate a total of 43 units of 
blood! The top recruiter was Vivien Thames in Mrs. Sturdivant’s class. Vivien will receive 10 
ice cream coupons for having 4 adults donate. Vivien was also the Big Winner in the drawing 
for the $50 Toys R Us gift card!  
  
Congratulations to Vivien and to all of our students who participated in helping to save lives!! 

Pictured are Hudson Manell, Jessica James, Vivien 
Thames, Ernesto Chavarria, and Alyssa Harper. 
  
 

Vivien Thames, top recruiter.  
  
 

Kindergartener’s celebrated Johnny Appleseed’s 
birthday in September. Students were able to taste a 
variety of apple products, including different kinds of 
apples, applesauce, apple chips, apple jelly, apple 
butter apple juice, apple cider, Apple Jacks, and good 
old fashioned apple pie.  
 

Peer tutor, Paige Blount shares apple treats with 
kindergarten students. 
  
 

Retired kindergarten teacher, Verlene 
Buchanan demonstrates to 
kindergarteners how to remove the core 
and peel an apple in the blink of an eye 

    
 

Teachers Missy Sturdivant, Lisa Noland, 
and Kathy Brent show off their colorful 
“Apple Smiles.” 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  

New Superintendent, Dr. Rodney Cavness, 
and PN-G School Board Members, Lana 
Parker, Carol Broussard, and Rodney 
Balsamo, eat lunch with Van Buren students. 
  
 

Van Buren Faculty and Staff are excited to welcome new 
teachers to our little tribe. Pictured left to right are Angela 
Belaire, 2nd grade, Jennifer Leger, 3rd grade, and Missy 
Sturdivant, kindergarten. 
  
 

Lieutenant, Mauri Reynolds, takes a picture with 
her mom, Mrs. Tracey Huerta, first grade teacher, 
and her students. 
 

Former Van Buren students huddle around Mrs. Huerta’s class. 
Former Van Buren students pictured are Greg Lunceford, 
Dylan Browning, Mauri Reynolds, Kelsey Smith, and Reagan 
Mayfield 
 

Van Buren Little Indians held their annual pep rally, and the Big 
Indians came to visit and perform with us. Also, the Nederland 
Nerd Cheerleaders came to perform, and to everyone’s 
surprise...they were Van Buren Faculty members. 
Pictured left to right are Christy Jones, Barbara Martin, Sandie 
Jordan, Bobbi Hayes, Erica Dean, Andy Miler, and Jennifer Leger. 
 
  
 



 

Riding in the Red Ribbon Parade are school board members  
Carol Broussard, Lana Parker, and driving is Superintendent, Dr. 
Cavness. 
  
 

Mrs. Sturdivant and her kindergarteners celebrate Red Ribbon Week. 
  
 

Wired 
Wednesday @ 
VB 
 
  
Pictured are Lead 
Technology Teachers,  
Karol Denby and Lisa 
Noland assist teachers  
with mimio on one of the 
“Wired Wednesday’s.”  
  
 



Ridgewood’s Annual Pumpkin Contest 
The Ridgewood PTA conducted a school-wide 
pumpkin contest.  Over one hundred pumpkins 
were entered and displayed along the walls of the 
Ridgewood hallways.   Pumpkins were judged and 
scored based on creativity and originality.  Some 
of the winning pumpkins included a gumball 
machine, a cupcake, candied apples, a fish, Oscar 
from Sesame Street, and many more.  All winners 
were given a special ribbon.   
 

Pumpkins Undergo 
Physical Change at 
Port Neches Middle 
School 
Is it Nemo, a peacock, 
Humpty Dumpty, and 
Cookie Monster? No, they are all pumpkins.  Mrs. Bean and Mrs. Lemoine’s eighth grade 
science classes used pumpkins for their physical change lab.  

 
 
Taft Pumpkin Contest 
This year was our best ever 
pumpkin contest! The judges could 
not pick a winner because all the 
pumpkins were so wonderful. 
These are just a few of the many 
faces the judges had to choose 
from. 
 

 
The Groves Elementary pumpkin patch was overflowing with pumpkins of all 
sorts this year. We actually had two patches… one that was more traditional and one 
that supported our “Say No to Drugs” theme for the week. Again our new 
Superintendant, Dr. Cavaness was called on and happily accepted the request to come 
by and help make the difficult decision of choosing the winning pumpkins. He, along 
with other judges including our new Assistant Superintendant, Mike Gonzales had the 
difficult task of choosing this year’s winners. Pictured below are the judges conferring 
over this decision, the student who won the Best All Around category, and some 
pictures of the entire pumpkin patch.  

  
 
 

 
                  

 

  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
To the Stakeholders of PN-G ISD, 
 

I am truly thankful for the opportunity to lead this outstanding district and 
have found it to be a very special place.  For the past two months, I have 
attempted to meet as many people as possible and listen to their concerns and 
ideas.  I have met with the staff at each campus and find them to be upbeat 
and devoted to their students.  Our students are well behaved and our parents 
truly love and support the campuses.  I see strong leadership and outstanding 
teachers on our campuses and know we have the people and plan to be an 

Exemplary district.  It is clear to me that the people of Port Neches and Groves are our greatest 
resource and it shows throughout our district.  Friday nights at the Reservation are second to none 
and we truly have a long standing and strong tradition.  In the past 20 years I have watched well over 
200 varsity football games and no one even comes close to the PN-G tradition.  I attended a Pep Rally 
at Ridgewood Elementary and found it to be the most intense Pep Rally I have ever been to.   There is 
no place I’d rather be than Port Neches-Groves. 
 

I believe that I fully understand the expectations of the PN-G Board of Trustees and the people of Port 
Neches-Groves.  Your expectations are extremely high and they certainly should be.  I will make the 
tough decision, allocate personnel and resources to meet and exceed goals, and provide the leadership 
to see the district’s Vision become a reality.  While doing so, I will never forget that we are here to see 
that our children are afforded opportunities to learn and excel in a safe learning environment.  The list 
of great things at PNG is extensive and the list of “not-so good” is short.  We will fix the “not-so-
good” list while improving in areas where we already excel. 
 

I am extremely happy with the move to PN-G ISD and look forward to leading this district for years 
to come.  Thank you for your support and lets all work together to have one heartbeat and ensure that 
PNG ISD remains the district that sets the standard for all other districts in the Great State of Texas.  
Let’s make it happen! 
 

Have a great semester and come see me,  
 
Rodney D. Cavness, Ed.D. 

This newsletter is published by the Port Neches-Groves ISD. 
 

PNGISD Board of Trustees 
Lana Parker, President 

Rodney Balsamo, Vice President 
Carol Broussard, Secretary 

Rusty Brittain, Member 
Darren McCutcheon, Member 

Melanie Miller, Member 
Jim Walters, Member 

 
 
 

Administration Building 
620 Avenue C 
Port Neches, TX  77651 
409.722.4244         409.724.7864 (fax) 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 
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