
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   YOUR SCHOOLS 

 

May  2013   
 

P O R T  N E C H E S – G R O V E S  I S D  
 

PNGISD Students Win Local Contests  
 

Two Port Neches Middle School students placed in the 
Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest sponsored by our local VFW. 
Colton Stone placed 1st and Madison Hamby, 2nd for their 
“What I Would Tell America’s Founding Fathers” essay. 
They will be honored at a banquet at the end of the year. 
 

PN-G High School students Gabby Jordan and 
Amber Guthrie had artworks selected from over 
170 entries, for inclusion in the annual Law Day 
art competition held by the U.S. eastern District 
Court.  These girls were honored at a reception 
and given gift cards.  Their works will hang in the 
Federal Courthouse for all to admire for a year!!! 
 

The LAWS OF LIFE Essay Contest (a writing contest 
sponsored by the Better Business Bureau) offers students a 
chance to talk about what really matters in life. All middle 
schools and high schools in Jefferson County were invited to 
participate. 
Local winners from Port Neches Middle School are 8th graders 
Brenna Bryan and Korinna Gonzalez and 6th grader Shelby 
Euton. Their essays were entered in the regional contest. 
Out of over 2,200 LAWS OF LIFE essays written for the 2012-
2013 program season, Shelby Euton has been selected as 1 of 
10 LAWS OF LIFE finalists.  She was honored at a banquet 
held on April 16, 2013, at the Holiday Inn & Suites Beaumont 
Plaza.  Thanks to all PNMS students who shared their core 
values and ideals. 
 



Port Neches Middle School Happenings 
 

PNMS with First Lady Barbara Bush in Live Videoconference 
Mrs. Perkins’ 7th grade reading classes participated in a live videoconference with First Lady 
Barbara Bush on February 7th in the Port Neches Middle School Library. This event was 
hosted by the George Bush Presidential Library and Museum. Twenty one total schools 
from 15 different states, as well as, one school each from Canada and Africa, asked a 
question that Mrs. Bush graciously answered.  

Charisse Morris, a seventh grader at PNMS asked her 
question: “Would you rather read a book or listen to it 
on audio?” Mrs. Bush’s response was that she enjoyed 
all types of reading. She even likes to use her iPad to 
read or an eReader.  

 

Seventh Grade Visits State Capitol 
The Seventh grade class set a goal to go to Austin, TX for their big field trip at the beginning 
of the year. The students had several fund raising events and also received volunteer grants 
from Exxon/Mobil that helped tremendously in making the trip possible. 

The trip Friday, April 12 started very early in the morning and was very exciting.  Their first 
stop was the Bob Bullock Museum.  Students interacted with exhibits and saw many 
artifacts regarding events they had learned in the classroom.  They headed to the Capitol 
building and took a picture with our State Representative, Allen Ritter, on the steps of the 
South side of the capitol.  The groups then headed in to the capitol for a tour.   

Students are still talking about how much fun they had learning about the capital city and 
government 

 



Groves Middle Happenings 
 

American Legion Award 

Two 8th grade students are 
chosen every year by the faculty 
for demonstrating courage, 
honor, leadership, patriotism, 
scholarship, and service 
throughout their middle school 
years.  The recipients this year 
are Courtney Eakin and 
Zachary Murdock.  
Congratulations to these two 
deserving students! 

 

GMS Drama 
GMS Drama attended our State Educational 
Drama Association Contest and placed 1st in 
our Division. 

 GMS individual point scores were: 

• Keni McAdams – 78 points 
• Breanna Hall - 64 points 
• Zoe Morrell – 60 points 
• Jolea Long – 52 points 
• Julianna Benson - 48 points 
• Sydni Doiron – 42 points 
• Hannah Spikes – 34 points 
• Haley Hicks – 16 points 
• Kylea Andrews – 12 points 
• Kimberly Davison – 12 points 
• Kara Pent – 8 points 
• Alexis LeMaire – 8 points 

Both Breanna Hall and Keni McAdams were 
awarded a special award for Qualifying in all 8 
events.    Congratulations for a job well done!! We 
are very proud of you! 

GMS Band 
On Friday, May 3rd, 21 Symphonic Band students 
traveled to Lumberton for Solo and Ensemble 
Contest. Every student that attended earned a 
medal.   
 
 

 

Earning Superior ratings were: 
Dylan Balsano, Braden Barrett, Sydni Doiron, 
Cameron Hargroder, Itzel Herrera, Macie 
Huebel, Weston McCoy, Lindsey Reese, 
Britleigh Smith, Mike Teeples, Brooke Thorn, 
Jennifer Virgen, Amber Wilson 
 
Earning Excellent Ratings were: 
Cheyenne Belaire, Hannah Bell, Landon Duhon, 
Jullien Flowers, Brandon Nguyen, Elias Ramos 
Alex Reeves, and Shae Rice 
 
On Saturday, May 4th,  the Concert Band traveled 
to Houston to take part in the Trills and Thrills 
Music Festival. The Concert Band earned a 
Superior rating. 

 
GMS SAYS GOODBYE 
Four educators are retiring this year from Groves 
Middle School.  We want to thank them for their 
many years of service and dedication to our 
campus. We wish you a happy retirement. 

Mrs. Dubuisson – Art 
Mrs. Piazza – Art 
Ms. Choate – Technology 
Specialist 
Ms. Thompson – 
Counselor  



Groves Elementary Happenings 
 

Guilbeau’s Ganders 
Life Cycles 
As part of the 4th Grade “Life Science Unit” Mrs. Guilbeau’s class observed the life cycle of a 
chicken. They conducted this activity using an “Egg Candler”. This device allowed them to 
observe the embryo growth inside the egg. The activity consisted of daily monitoring and 
recording the temperature and humidity inside the incubator. The students loved watching the 
baby chicks hatch from their eggs. This activity was done while simultaneously observing the life 
cycle of butterflies. Once both were hatched the class was able to conduct compare and contrast 
activities on how these two life cycles are alike and how they are 
different.  

 

 

Sun Dials 
During their study of “Shadows and Patterns of the Earth’s Rotation around the Sun”, the 
students created their own sundials and used them as a compass around campus and also as a 
tool to tell time. 

Owl Pellet Dissection 
In their study of Food 
Chains, the class learned 
how energy is produced 
by the sun, and flows to 
plants (producers), and 
then to animals 
(consumers).  The class 
conducted an Owl Pellet 
Dissection Lab in order 

to discover where owls received their energy within their ecosystem. 



After a little push from her family and overcoming some very bad childhood memories related to running, 
at Thanksgiving Mrs. Melanie Howard decided to give the whole “running” thing a shot. The first day 
was quite difficult for her but the hope, pride, and excitement she felt encouraged her to try again the next 
day. “Each day since has been a challenge and a victory”, say Mrs. Howard. Sharing her story through 
social media, she began to hear how her story was 
inspiring others. The more she accomplished and saw 
changes in herself both physically and mentally, the 
more important it became to her that she inspire her 
students as well. She thought of starting to use the C25K 
app with her class during their recess time. She didn’t 
want her students to have the childhood memories of 
exercising that she did and she wanted them to catch on 
the excitement that she was experiencing and enjoy 
running and becoming physically fit so she took it a step 
further and brought it into the classroom by having her 
students first research the importance physical fitness. Then they took that information and made a 
brochure on ways to be “Mentally and Physically Fit”, one way they discovered was to listen to music 

while exercising so Mrs. Howard got permission for 
them to bring an mp3 for them to use while using the 
app during their recess time. This really pumped the 
students up. After about 3 weeks she assigned the 
students to write a narrative about their runs. This was 
to be their last one to write before the STAAR test and 
turned out to be the best ones they have done all year. 
One thing led to another and after television news 
interviews, ordering t-shirts, and walking as a group at 
the SET Relay for Life on Monday the class will 

complete the 8 week course of the app. Mrs. 
Howard is hoping to take the class to the park in 
Port Neches where her journey began. She also 
hopes that her students will continue their own 
journey to become and stay “Mentally and 
Physically Fit”. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

In order to raise money for a donation to the students and school district in West, TX, Groves Elementary 
had a penny drive, “Penny Palooza” we called it. The class in each grade who raised the most money got 
to silly string their teacher and if the campus goal of $500.00 was reached then Mrs. Hammersmith would 
also be silly stringed. When the students heard of the devastation in West they were all about helping them 
and collected more than 450 lbs. of coins that more than doubled the goal of $500.00 and totaling a 
whopping $1,283.00!!! We are so proud of our students and their generous hearts to help the students of 
West. The classes who raised the most were in 5th grade, Mrs. Seymour and in 4th grade, Mr. Edgar 
(assisted by Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Desmond, and Mrs. Riddle) 

 

 

 

 

 



Port Neches Elementary Happenings 
 

STAAR Parent Night 

This past January Port Neches Elementary teachers shared 
reading, math, and science objectives with parents. They 
helped parents have a better understanding of the state 
mandated STAAR test. Port Neches Elementary teachers 
are appreciative of our parents and the shared partnership in 
educating their children.  

 

 
Lab Rat Program 
Our Lab Rat program involves students from each 
homeroom and has a student- teaching-student 
component.  It has been very successful and 
productive for the student and the Technology 
Department. Lab Rats are able to assist students 
and teachers. They help manage iPad Fridays 
where PNE students rotate turns on Friday to have 
extra time learning with iPads. (photo) 4th Graders 
with the help of a 5th grade mentor, set-up student 
computers in a classroom. 

  

“MUSIC 101” 4th Grade Music  

  

 

 

4th grade classes performed a musical that shared concept skills, music vocabulary, and FUN 
activities they’ve learned this year in music class.  There was a lot of student participation in 
writing skits and scripts, and choreographing dances. Parents and students enjoyed the 
talented fourth graders performance.  

 



Pennies for Garth House  
For the ninth 
year in a row, 
PNE students 
have 
generously 
given their 
pennies and 
raised more 
money for the 
Garth House 
Penny Drive 
than other 
schools in the 
Beaumont 

area. They won a special performance by Acro-Dunk Basketball 
team for our school. Each class was in competition against the others and there were winners 
selected from each grade level.  Congratulations to Mrs. Foster's class in 4th Grade and Mrs. 
Lewis's class in 5th grade. The winning classes got to each lunch with Jack, the Garth House dog. 
PNE students have given a grand total of about 14,000 pounds of pennies, equivalent to the weight 
of an elephant. This adds up to a total of about $25,000 worth of pennies through the years.  

 
 

STEM Grant Winners 
The 5th grade science department, Mrs. LeTulle and Mrs. Owens, who won a 
STEM grant for $5,000. They used this money to purchase 25 Google 
Chromebooks. The Chromebooks are helping students investigate the pollution 
levels in our rain water. They have 10 rain gauges around the campus the students 
check daily for rain. When there is rain, students test the Ph of the water. They 
have been gathering data this way for six weeks and will soon gather and share 
the results of the data with the students and parents of PNE. 

 

  

 

 

 

Jason Project 5th grade 

students participated in Lamar 
University’s Jason Project where 
they learned about the Golden 
Triangles’ natural resources and 
how to be good conversationalist. 

PTA and HEB worked together to 
sponsor a FUN activity for 4th and 5th 
graders. Students could buy a single 
layer cake to decorate for their 
Mother’s Day gift.  Part of the money 
went to PTA for school activities. 
HEB volunteers provided colored icing 
and supervised the students as they 
created beautifully decorated cakes for 
their moms.  

 



Kids in Mrs. Ware’s class learned about the 
history and traditions of Mardi Gras. They 
also had visitor come and talk to them about 
the history of the masquerade mask that 
originated in Italy. The speaker brought a 
real mask from Italy to show them and we 
made some of our own.   
 

Ridgewood Elementary Happenings 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kindergarten Activities 
Getting “Bubbly” with Science 
Ridgewood kindergarteners learned about aerodynamics through blowing bubbles 
and designing their own jets.  This also when along with the letter “J”. 

 
  
 
     

 
 
 
     
 

 

HEB Donates Books 
Ridgewood Elementary is excited to have 
received 1,000 children’s books from HEB.  
Thank you HEB for bringing new books in to 
the hands of our students! 
 

College and Career Week 
Students are learning to appreciate the 
importance of having a goal and striving to be 
successful through College and Career Week.  
They get to dress up like “what they want to be 
when they grow up.”  We had doctors, teachers, 
veterinarians, librarians, construction workers, 
policeman, fireman and ballerinas. 

Spring Revue   The kindergarteners presented their 
“Spring Revue” for parents and students in March.  The 
students sang songs about all the new things they learned 
in their classrooms, the library and music throughout the 
year.  They did a wonderful job.  
 

Ridgewood kindergarteners had a blast 
hunting over a thousand Easter eggs and 
celebrating with special activities and treats. 
 



 
  
 

Ridgewood 1st Graders Learn “Rodeo-Style” 
 During the First Grade Texas Unit, students participated in several neat Texas activities.  
They had a Live Stock Show where each child got to bring in their favorite stuffed animal 
and show it off to the class…then everyone won ribbons!  The children made trail mix.  
They decorated their “saddle bags”…brown lunch bags…then went to the table to pick and 
choose what they would like to put in their bags for our “cowboy picnic.”  To end the unit, 
the students decorated stars with tin foil and hung them from the ceiling.  They then sat 
around a make believe campfire, listened to music and made smores. Yee-haw, what a fun 
learning experience! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Taft Elementary Happenings 
 

 

First grade boys in Mrs. Sasser’s class 
showing off their Easter bonnets for 
the annual Easter bonnet parade. 

 

 

 

 
 The students at Taft collected money and dog 
food for the Southeast Texas Humane Society. 
We collected $243 and lots of food!  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our very first Relay Recess! Not 
every student can come out to the 
Relay for Life night, so we had a 
mock relay at school during each 
grade’s P.E. time. Everyone in 
the community was invited to 
attend. 



 

 

This year Taft Elementary won the Super School award by raising 
the most money in the school category. We raised $13,912!   
Our t-shirt design also won the Best T-shirt award.  
The picture is what the back of our shirt looked like. 

 

 

 



Van Buren 2nd grade classes hatched butterflies as part of their animal unit in science. 
Out of the 16 caterpillars, 13 successfully hatched into Painted Lady butterflies. All the 
second grade students went outside on Monday, May 6th to release the butterflies. Two 
students (1 girl, 1 boy) from each class were selected to release a       butterfly.  The chil-
dren were very excited when the butterflies flew off to freedom. 

Mrs. Sturdivant and Ms. Brent’s kindergarten classes had Donuts with Dad 
or a special Dude. Mrs. Sturdivant’s Dad was our “special guest.”  
He even brought pictures of  Mrs. Sturdivant when she was in kindergarten. 

“DAD’S & DONUTS” 

Van Buren Elementary Happenings  



Alyssa Harper has set a new 
AR record for points earned 
during a school year at  
Van Buren.  As of  May 13th  

the second grader has 
earned 507 points after tak-
ing tests on 1025 books.  She 
was able to do this and still 
maintain a 97.9 average.  We 
are all very proud of  this huge 
accomplishment. 



Pictured here is first grade teacher, Mrs. 
Geri Travis  

Pictured here are first grad-
ers, Taylor Buckley, Taryn 
Dejean, & Presley Atkinson. 

First Grade teachers and their students 
strolled the halls of  Van Buren in our 
annual Easter Parade. 

The PTA Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award was presented to 
kindergarten teacher, Mrs. 
Patsy Arredondo, parent , 
Mrs. Kelly Barrett, and first 
grade teacher, Mrs. Christy 
Jones. Also pictured is princi-

Ms. Downs' and Mrs. Belaire's second grade classes Skyped Miss Downs' sister and 
nephew in Angola, Africa as one of their technology requirements for the 2012-2013 
school year.  Ms. Downs’ nephew, Trenton is about the same age as the second grade 
students, and she thought it would be interesting for the students at Van Buren Elemen-
tary to hear about the school and culture in Angola.  The second graders wanted to know 
what kind of pets Trenton had.  They also were interested in the weather in Angola.  The 
classes were surprised about the price of bread and hamburgers in Angola.  They found 
out that a loaf of bread cost $9 and a hamburger and fries costs $15 to $20.  The students 
wanted to know what language was spoken in Angola, and found out it was Portuguese.  
Miss Downs' class wrote stories about the Skype experience the next day. 

Second grader, Carson 
Norris, in Ms. Cindy 
Downs’ class logged 23 
miles, then registered, and 
completed the 5K at the 
Gusher Marathon, giving 
him the distance of a 26.2 
miles. He earned a Mara-
thon Medal. We are so 
proud of Carson!!! 



Van Buren Kindergarten had 
a “Dancing Disco Party” for 
the letter “Dd.” A special 
“Thank You” to Beau Wilson, 
Cameron Wilson’s daddy, for 
being such an AWESOME 
D.J. 

“DISC JOCKEY” 
Visits Kindergarteners 

Ms. Cindy Down’s and her second grade 
class celebrate Dr. Seuss’s Birthday!! 

Pictured are Andrew 
Howlett and Josue Alvarez. 

Principal, Mr. 
Joe Cegielski ini-
tiated a new pro-
gram this year, 
enabling third 
grade boys to 
raise and lower 
the flag each 
school day. 



Van Buren’s Fall Blood Drive 

Pictured giving blood are teacher 
Ms. Lisa Badon and former student, 
Caitlin Jones. (Mrs. Jones’ daugh-
ter) 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make our Spring LifeShare blood drive very success-
ful!  We had 43 Van Buren students who recruited one or more adults to donate a total of 58 
units of blood!  The top recruiters were Vivien Thames in Mrs. Denby’s class and  Dezarae 
Thibodeaux in Mrs. Brashers’ class. Along with the LifeShare T-shirts that all the partici-
pants will get, Vivien and Dezarae will receive 5 ice cream coupons for each having 4 adults 
donate.  The big winner in the drawing for the $50 Toys R Us gift card was Madison Cum-
mings in Mrs. LeMaire’s class. Congratulations to Dezarae, Vivien, Madison, and to all of 
our students who participated in helping to save lives!! 
 

Van Buren Buddies completed their 12th Relay, and as usual, a very memorable one. 
We all had a wonderful time visiting with old and new friends. Van Buren  
Buddies raised $10,924.00 this year!!! Many thanks to everyone who helped us raise 
money for a great cause!! 



Students in Mrs. Simon’s First Grade class culminated their study of  
Texas with an invitation for parents to come and view their PowerPoint 
Presentations on Texas Symbols. On the same day, students cooked 
chili, dressed in their cowboy/cowgirl attire and had a Texas style hoe-
down with dancing and plenty of  fun and laughter.  It’s amazing the 
history they learn about the great state of  Texas during this 

VB Little Indians Reach Out 
to Schools in West, Texas 

We had a “Hat & Popcorn Day” on  Friday, May 3rd. 

Students paid $1.00 to wear a hat, and $1.00 for a 

bag of popcorn. Donations were also accepted, and 

we raised a total of $977.00 to help our fellow Texan 

students of WEST ISD. 

Mrs. Brent’s Kindergarten stu-
dents were excited to see the 
Scholastic Book truck as it deliv-
ered books for the Book 
Fair.   Ms. Lattimore and PTA 
sponsor the book fairs each year 
as a school fundraiser. 



Kindergarten teachers lead future kindergarteners 
in song. 

Parent & second grade teacher, Mrs. 
Amy Brashers, registers her son Blake 
for kindergarten. 

Secretary, Mrs. Cricchio gives parents 
instructions as some VB faculty mem-
bers help with Kindergarten Roundup. 

Pictured from left to right are Julian Guidry, 
Parker Martinez, Marek Hudson, Evan 
Wolford, Kassie Carpenter, Noah Odle, and 
Mr. Joe Cegielski. 

PTA had a fundraiser where students sold candy. The top sellers were rewarded “Lunch 
with the Principal.”  

Second grader, Marek Hudson was the 
Biggest Winner, as he sold 14 cases. 
Congratulations Marek!!!  



Woodcrest Elementary Happenings 
 

 
Woodcrest had the pleasure of being invaded 
by the NERDS (Never Ending Radical 
Dudes), The Morris Brothers. These two 
gentlemen put on an excellent show about 
bullying and how to avoid it. Their skits 
show children how to avoid confrontation 
and also gave the kids a chance to practice 
being in these types of situations. Students as 
well as teachers really enjoyed getting to be 
a part of the skits! 

 
 
Ready, Set, Run! 
Woodcrest 1st – 3rd grade students 
are getting ready to run the mile. 
Students love trying to beat the 
school records, as well as their 
own records from last year. 
Students ran the mile May 16th at 
the high school just like a real 
track meet while parents and 
teachers cheered them on. 
 
 
Caps for Kids 
Tuesday, April 9th students donated $1 towards cap for kids and wore a hat to school all day. 
Caps for kids is a national nonprofit organization dedicated to providing every child that is 

diagnosed and undergoing 
treatment for cancer or 
receiving chemotherapy to 
treat other life threatening 
illnesses a cap autographed 
by the celebrity of their 
choice. Woodcrest had a 
great time raising money for 
this great organization. The 
students were excited to 
support kids in our 
community who are coping 
with and battling cancer.  
 

 
 
 
 



 
Woodcrest Enjoys Health and Safety Week 
As part of a safety and health promotion week, Woodcrest participated in all 
types of activities to promote a healthy and safe lifestyle. Students ended the week 
with a bicycle safety speech from Beaumont Bike Squad with the Beaumont 
Police Department. The officers demonstrated safe ways to ride your bike and 
how to be aware of your surroundings while riding. Wal-Mart donated two bikes 
to help us celebrate this week. A girl name and a boy name were each drawn out 
of a hat to choose a winner! Each student at Woodcrest also received a helmet!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

During our Health & Safety week, students 
participated in jump rope for heart during P.E. 
Students loved jumping rope to fun music and with 
friends. At the end of the week each grade level had a 
jump off! The girls definitely represented! After that 
we had a jump off between each grade level winner! 
Congrats to Emma Lumpkin, 2nd grader for being 
crowned Woodcrests’ Jump Rope Grand Champion! 
The teachers even had a little jump off of their own! 
Congratulations to Mrs. Stafford for winning the 
Faculty Grand Champion! 
 



PN-G High School Happenings 
 

 

Senior Art Students Excel at Regional Competition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boys Basketball 
20-4A All District Basketball 
First Team – A.J. Smith, Brandon Pham 
Second Team – Ramil Glorioso 
 
All-Star Game 
Seniors A.J. Smith and Brandon Pham were 
selected to represent PNG in the Southeast Texas 
Coaches Association All-Star Game. The game 
will be June 14 at East Chambers High School.  
 
Girls Basketball 
Congratulations to the following Lady Indians 
Basketball Players for making the District 20-4A 
All-District Team…First Team – Rikki Winkler 
Second Team – Kelsey Collier, Taylor Breuer 
 
Boys Soccer 
The 2013 Boys Soccer Team placed second in 
district and advanced to the second round of the 
playoffs. Congratulations to the team for a 
successful season! 
 
Girls Soccer 
The 2013 Girls Soccer Team placed second in 
district and advanced to the third round of the 
playoffs losing  to Magnolia who would go on to 
win the state title. In addition, the following team 
members made the All-District Soccer team.  
 

District Co-MVP – Lauren Lovejoy 
Newcomer of the Year – Mikayla Johnson 
First Team – Abbey Sturdivant, Lauren Rogers, 
Jenna Morgan, Courtney Broussard, Hanna Higgins 
Second Team – Amber Guthrie, Victoria Wright, 
Abby Miller, Hanna Gerald, Alyssa Talbot 
 
Congratulations to all of the team members for their 
successful season! 
 
Boys Golf 
The 2012-2013 Boys Golf Team completed its 
season with a 5th place finish at the State 
Tournament at Onion Creek in Austin.  In addition 
to participating in the state tournament for the 
second year in a row, the team also won the District 
and Regional Titles. Congratulations to the team for 
a tremendous and successful season! 
  
College Signings 
Congratulations to the following senior athletes for 
signing with their prospective colleges. Good luck in 
continuing your success! 
Jarrod Brown – The University of Mary Hardin 
Baylor (golf) 
Kyle Huckaby –The University of Texas at 
Arlington (basketball) 
Lauren Lovejoy – Lamar University (soccer) 
Angel Valencia – George Washington (soccer) 
Logan Warlick – A&M Kingsville (football) 

Karli Bowman won $500.00 in the annual Lamar Port Arthur High School Art Competition.  This year’s 
competition had the largest number of entries to date and Karli  won with a very creative ebony/pencil drawing.   
 
At the 27th annual Protégé competition at the Art Museum of Southeast Texas PNGHS was well represented 
with five of the twenty three pieces being from our students.  This very prestigious competition and exhibition is 
open to seniors only, of the seven counties that make up Region 5 Education Service area.  The students are as 
follows: 
 
Bailey Taubert  2nd place   Scholarship to Lamar University 
Brendan Hebert Honorable Mention       Gift Card 
Amber Guthrie  Accepted Artist 
Katlyn Jones  Accepted Artist 
Alvin McGowan           Accepted Artist 
 
Incredibly proud of these students and so grateful for the amazing artworks and creativity they share with us.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
Dear Indians, 
When we began school in August 2012, we set our goals extremely high and our parents, students and teachers 
have worked diligently to see those goals become a reality.  We have seen great success and accomplishment and 
continued the honor, pride and tradition that set the standard in southeast Texas.  It seems that we began the 
school year only a moment ago and that it has flown by quickly.  When others ask me what it is like at PNG, I 
tell them that you have to experience it to fully understand.  I enjoy riding in my truck on Saturday mornings and 
seeing all the children participating in activities throughout Groves and Port Neches.  I often stop and contribute 
to the many fund raisers that are set up in both towns.  Our parents volunteer their time throughout the school 
year to ensure that our children have the finest of everything.  I visit with other Superintendents from around the 
state and quickly realize that we have a special and winning combination here in the Port Neches-Groves 

Independent School District.  That special combination shows in our student’s accomplishments.   
 
I can never compliment our teachers and administrators enough for the love and dedication they show our children.  Teaching is hard work.  
The time teachers spend in the classroom accounts for only a portion of the time they spend helping students.  Teachers spend endless hours 
outside the classroom.  They spend hours preparing before they ever enter the classroom, and hours when the school day is complete.  They 
spend hours in training prior to the school year, throughout the school year and in the summer preparing for another school year.  Some people 
do not see the teacher as important as the physician, lawyer or engineer, but I believe that teaching is the most important profession.  Following 
each Legislative session, teachers are hit with a new list of changes, and our teachers meet the challenge each and every year.  Some say that 
teachers have it easy because they get the summer off.  Teachers need the summer off just like the children do.  We must always remember to 
work with our teachers and not against them, as they dedicate their lives to educating our children and creating generation after generation of 
well equipped young people who contribute greatly to our communities.   
 
The Legislative session will end on May 27, and I must say that we have had some good things happen for our schools.  The session has been 
mostly positive and the momentum is there for positive changes in 2015.  The main focus of the session surrounded testing and accountability.  
House Bill 5 will reduce the number of EOC tests from 15-5 and give high schools more flexibility in graduation plans.  Back in 2011 the state 
removed $5.4 billion from our schools, and has attempted to replace about $4 billion.  This is still short of what schools need, but it is a move in 
the right direction and we must keep the momentum in 2015.  I believe that school finance will be the hot topic in this next session.  I encourage 
all of our parents to be actively involved during the upcoming session through phone calls, emails, letters and testimony.   
 
Summer is upon us and everyone is looking forward to fun with family and friends.  Many will travel to the river, lake or beach and be in and 
near the water.  We must always take the time to ensure that our children are safe traveling and upon our arrival to the water.  I hope that 
everyone has a safe, fun and relaxing summer and that your travels are safe.  I end the school year with great memories and look forward to 
time with family and friends, but I know that our work never ends in providing our children the best, every year.  Our teachers, administrators, 
parents, board and staff will work diligently this summer to make 2013-2014 even better.  I appreciate our parents sending their children to us 
ready to learn and eager to compete.   
 
Our enrollment continues to increase, our financial situation is strong, the tradition remains the strongest in the state and life is good at PNG.  
I’m thankful to be here and appreciate your support and input.  Have a great summer.  Have some fun. 
 
God Bless, 
 
Rodney D. Cavness 
 

This newsletter is published by the Port Neches-Groves ISD. 
 

PNGISD Board of Trustees 
Rodney Balsamo, President 
Jim Walters, Vice President 
Melanie Miller, Secretary 
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Lana Parker, Member 
Eric Sullivan, Member 
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