
Woodcrest Elementary 
is in the race to Skype all 
50 States. Students are 
enjoying talking to other 
classrooms, park 
rangers, community 
leaders, and authors 
from other states “face to 
face.” The students’ 
favorite type of Skype is 
a mystery Skype. During 
this type of Skype 
students are given clues 
to where the other 
students are located. 
They have to use these 
clues and the internet to 
guess where they are.  
Woodcrest has added 
Skype as a great tool in 
the classroom.  
 

Woodcrest Elem. Principal – 
Fae Sandifer 
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P O R T  N E C H E S – G R O V E S  I S D  
 

Learning + Fun = Woodcrest Elementary! 
 

Book Fair Family 
Night  
Woodcrest PTA sponsored their 2nd 
annual family night to promote the 
importance of reading and to show 
how it can be fun! Families that came 
were given time to shop in the book 
fair and go from room to room 
hearing many guest readers! Guest 
readers included Pocahontas, a 
fireman, Frankenstein, a nurse who 
handed out bugs, and a farmer!  The 
kids had a blast listening to these 
guests read some great books from the 
book fair with their families! 
 

Woodcrest Elem. Nurse – Teresa 
Burnett 



Woodcrest Elementary Happenings 
 

 

 
There is so much 
excitement the week of 
Mid County Madness as 
students dress up like 
Nederland nerds and 
work on getting a pep 
rally together to pump 
the BIG Indians up! 
Students showed off 
their Indian pride with 

their own version of a revolution of touchdown 
dances! The teachers even taught us that a fox says “Go 
Indians!”  
 
 

Annual Pumpkin Patch 
Just when you think you have seen every kind of pumpkin, we got a whole 
patch of new ideas! We had everything from Duck Dynasty, minions, 
snowmen, Indian Spirits, and everything else in between. We are so proud 
of everyone that participated in the pumpkin patch.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Veteran’s Day 
2nd grade students thanked many veterans on November 5th! The students were so 
honored that many veterans came and carried the flags in the program. The 
students even got saluted by many of the veterans. Students thanked the veterans 
for all they have done through songs! The students were so honored as they started 
to sing their melody of service songs and saw the veterans standing up in the 
audience! We are forever grateful for their service.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Red Ribbon Week 

Woodcrest students love 
celebrating being drug free! 
After pledging to live a drug free 
life students spent the week 
learning about the bad affects 
drugs can have on your body! 
Students dressed up each day to 
help make a lasting impression 
to remember why it is so 
important to not let drugs in 
their lives.  
 
Lamar students came and gave 
a talk about following your 
dreams and not letting drugs 
interfere. They had students 
where these special goggles and 
spin around a few times. Then 
they had the kids try to throw a 
softball through the hula hoop. 
This was to show kids how 
drugs effect you. They then let 
them take the goggles off and try 
to throw the ball through the 
hula hoop.  
 
 



Van Buren Elementary Happenings 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

SUPER HERO, JOE CEGIELSKI, KEEPS A WATCHFUL 
EYE OUT FOR HIS FACULTY AND STUDENTS!!! 

Van Buren Elementary was awarded the winner of the school with the most 
“SPIRIT” during the Red Ribbon Parade. This was the second year that the 
award was given.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Van Buren is happy to welcome new members to our VB family.  Pictured are 
Kristin Kelley, Stephanie Best, Jeff Cooley, Brandi Brown, and Kelly McAfee. 

Welcome to Van Buren 

Van Buren’s Fall 
Blood Drive 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make our Fall 
LifeShare blood drive very successful!  We had 47 Van 
Buren students who recruited one or more adults to 
donate a total of 40 units of blood!  The top recruiters 
were Vivien Thames, Kayla Araujo, Victoria Cortez, 
Nevaeh Granger and Kaylee Hall. Along with the 
LifeShare T-shirts that all the participants will get, our 
top recruiters will also receive 5 ice cream coupons.  
Congratulations to all of our students who participated in 
helping to save lives!! 
 

Van Buren Big Indians Reunite  
with Former Teachers & Family 

Pictured at right is 
teacher, Mrs. Amy  
Brashers, & former 
student, Blaire 
Brevell. 

Pictured above is teacher, Ms. 
Lisa Badon, with her niece, 

Blaire Brevell. 

Pictured above is Kindergarten 
teacher, alias Ms. Kathy Brent , 
Ms. Kathy Brent, with former 
student Jacob Underhill. 



 
The Groves Fire Department presented their Fire Safety 
Program to all students. The firefighters demonstrated their gear 
and equipment needed to fight fires.  

Kindergarteners celebrated Johnny Appleseed’s birthday in September. Students were 
able to taste a variety of apple products, including different kinds of apples, applesauce, 
apple chips, apple jelly, apple butter apple juice, apple cider, Apple Jacks, and good old 
fashioned apple pie.  

Kelby Marsh, Alexis Durham, and Blake Brashers are enjoying their “yummy” apple treats!!  
 

Martial Arts...Learning to Listen and Show Respect 
Instructor, Will Fecowycz, of the Armentor School of 
Martial Arts gave an informative presentation on the 
importance of listening and showing respect.  Student, 
Cristian Richards, displayed his listening skills as Mr. Will 
called out various instructions for him to follow.  The 
lesson was to teach children the importance of listening in 
school and in life.  Students in the class were asked to close 
their eyes and listen carefully as Cristian moved about the 
room quietly.   They had to use their sense of hearing to  
figure out his whereabouts and point to where they thought 
he was at a given time.  Kameron Romero had  the 
quickest, keenest sense of hearing and pointed him out 
quickly.  Both Cristian and Mrs. Simon  broke a piece of 
wood with the palm of their hands.  The presentation 
ended with Cristian bowing to his instructor and his 
teacher to honor them and show his respect.  Each student 
in the class received a headband for their attentiveness. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LITTLE INDIAN PEP RALLY 2013 

Most of Van Buren’s Faculty participated in the Little 
Indian Pep Rally in one way or another. 



Taft Elementary Happenings 
 

New Faces Join the Taft Team 
We would like to welcome many new faces to the Taft Tribe.  Niki West -Kindergarten, 
Megan Williams – First Grade, Diane Duplant - Third Grade, Teryn Bedford - Speech, 
Lorin Dupuis – Nurse, Barbara Landry – Special Ed./Resource, Sarah Walker- PreK, 
Rhonda Bourgeois – Technology Aide.  Jill Manders and Davida Boyd– custodial staff. 
Kelly Caraway and Denise Guilbeau cafeteria staff.  We would also like to recognize some 
faces that are in new places.  Leisha Hernandez – Second Grade, Jill Keyes – Second 
Grade, Rebecca Viator – Third Grade, and Jenny Skiles- custodial staff.   

 

 

Taft remembered  
9-11 Patriots Day by 
gathering around the 
flag pole.  We said 
the pledge to the 
United States Flag 
and to the Texas 

Flag.  We sang patriotic songs and acknowledged Patrick Simmons who is currently serving 
in the National Guard and is stationed at Fort Benning, Georgia.  Our patriotism is 
celebrated every Wednesday by the school wearing RED, WHITE, and BLUE!  

 

 

 

Taft was “red hot” in learning about fire prevention.  The Port 
Arthur and Groves Fire Departments came and assisted our 
students in learning about fire safety.  The children were able to 
explore the fire truck and look at all of the firemen’s equipment. 
First grade also had a visit from Brian Simmons whose son Colton 
is in first grade in Mrs. Minshew’s class.  Fireman Simmons 
brought along a friend “Pluggie” to help the students learn about 
fire safety. 

 



The Taft Tee-Pee was fired up for the 
annual Mid-County Madness Pep 
Rally.  Many students that attended 
Taft were able to come back and see 
some of their teachers.  The children 
at Taft were very excited to have the 
Indian Spirit – Wren Miller come to 
our Pep Rally.   
 

 

 

Taft’s annual Creative Pumpkin contest 
was held on Thursday, Oct. 31st.  The 
thought and creativity that went into these 
pumpkins was amazing.  Every year it gets 
harder and harder to pick the winners.  
 

 

 

 

 

On Halloween Taft did a 
Relay For Life Fundraiser.  
The children were able to wear 
their Halloween costume for 
any donation.  The First Grade 
teachers dressed up as their 
High School Peer Tutors. 

 

 



Ridgewood Elementary Happenings 
 
 
 
 

Playground Equipment 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Red Ribbon Week 
Students celebrate being drug free at Ridgewood! 

 
 
 

1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  

 

 
 Community 
Helper Week 
Ridgewood 
Kindergarteners learn 
about community 
helpers with a visit 
from the Port Neches 
Fire Dept. and Police 
department.   
 
 

Ridgewood students are enjoying the new playground 
equipment that was purchased last Spring. 
 

Our Theme this year is Team 
Ridgewood.  Every morning, the kids 
recite our Motto:  “As members of 
Team Ridgewood, we do right, we do 
our best and we treat others as we want 
to be treated.  Some kindergarteners of 
team Ridgewood stand proudly in front 
of our newly painted walls. 
 



 

 Dirt Pudding!  
Second graders in Mrs. Ware’s class learn about the earth, 
incorporating Math, Science and Literature.  They made dirt 
pudding as a hands-on activity to enhance their learning. 
And they had a blast doing it!  
 
 
 
 

 
Ridgewood Pumpkin Patch! 
Students at Ridgewood created some incredible 
pumpkins that lined the hallways.  Some of the 
winners included Duck Dynasty, a feathery 
chicken and a box of donuts!   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ridgewood Fun in Music! 
During the week prior to Halloween, students participated in a fun song called Witch’s Brew where 
they dressed in witch hats.  Also, our second graders are preparing for their Veteran’s Day Program, 
singing patriotic songs to show our gratitude for those who have served our country in the Armed 

Forces.  They have worked very hard. 
 
 



Ridgewood Pep Rally! 
Ridgewood prides itself for having one 
of the BEST Mid County Madness pep 
rallies in PNGISD!  From our PNG 
Grannies to our Spirit-Stick winning 
third graders, we really showed our 
Indian pride and spirit!  Go Indians!!! 
 

 
 
 
 
                                           ESL Jack-o-Lanterns! 

 
ESL Students in 
Mrs. Clark’s class 
learn new 
vocabulary with a 
pumpkin study.  
They finished their 
lesson by carving 
class jack-o-
lanterns. 
 
 

 

 
Pumpkin Investigation 
Students in Mrs. Ware’s 2nd grade class 
weighed, measured, and investigated whether 
our pumpkins would sink or float.  They also 
Counted the lines and the seeds inside a 
pumpkin.  They then described the inside and 
outside of a pumpkin using their 5 senses.  
Lastly, they carved their pumpkin.  They made 
a mess but we had tons of fun! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Port Neches Elementary Happenings 
 

Halloween Pumpkin Contest Winners 

There were a lot of creative pumpkins 
entered in the 2013 PNE Pumpkin 
Decorating Contest. Congratulations to 
the winners. 

Canyon Sullivan - Wildest Pumpkin; 
Blake Bost - Funniest Pumpkin; Keigan 
Duhon - Scariest Pumpkin; Kalle 
Nguyen - Cutest Pumpkin, and 
Presleigh Peveto - Most Creative 
Pumpkin 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Top Readers – Hebert Library Summer Reading Program 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

There is a non-profit organization called “Everlasting 
Changes” that has helped our students in several ways 
such as school supplies and food donations.  They are 
now acknowledging a student each 6 weeks that earn the 
“A” Honor Roll.  Each six weeks they will draw a name 
from students that earned all A’s on their report card.   

Breelyn Brittain earned her bike for the first 6 weeks and 
Everlasting Changes came to present the bike and her 
certificate. 

 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PNE students took a trip back 
in time to Colonial 
Williamsburg, PNE style.  
With the help of many parent 
volunteers, and community 
support from HEB, Sartin’s, 
and Billy Joe’s Barbeque, 5th 
grade students enjoyed a day 
of hands-on colonial 
activities.  They learned about 
the importance of the Bill of 
Rights through a 
Williamsburg electronic field 
trip. 

Back in Time…Colonial Williamsburg 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Lewis read The Candy 
Corn Contest to her students.  
The students had their own 
candy corn contest. Kaden 
Bradley  was the winner of the 
Candy Corn Guessing Contest 
guessing that there was 623 
candy corn in the jar. 

 

Candy corn is popular around 
Halloween.  Mrs. Lewis, Mrs. 
Lumpkin, Mrs. LeTulle, and Mrs. 
Cavender’s students experienced a 
day of learning with candy corn. 
They also enjoyed hearing an author 
read the Headless Horseman through 
live streaming.  

 

PNE 5th graders will honor our Veterans with a program 
where they sing songs and do dances through the decades of 
the 20th century. 

Through the Decades… 



Groves Elementary Happenings 
 

Groves Elementary Night at Domino’s 
September 10th was Groves Elementary Night at Domino’s Pizza in Groves. Groves Elementary received 
20% of all sales when customers ordered and said it was for Groves Elementary. There was also a contest 
involved. The class that had the most sales would earn a free pizza party. Mrs. 
Moore’s fifth grade class earned the pizza party and Groves Elementary earned 
$300. The check was presented on October 10th. Way to go GE!!!!!  

 
 
 

 
                                     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Groves Elementary practiced safety 
drills in order for teachers and students 
to be prepared for an emergency. 
Students and teachers participated in 
Duck and Cover, Fire Drill, Lock 
Down, and Shelter in Place. Everyone 
did a fantastic job! 

Groves Elementary held an AR Kickoff Night on Tuesday, 
September 24th. This was a night for parents and students to 
come to school, choose and read from a variety of AR books, 
and take AR tests. There was a wonderful turn out. Students 
who attended were entered into a drawing to win an iPad 
mini. The winner was Lorey Guidry from Mrs. Graham’s 
fourth grade class. Congratulations, Lorey!!! 
 



Cancer Awareness Month 
To recognize Cancer Awareness Month, Groves Elementary students tied ribbons to the school’s Cancer 
Awareness Tree. P.E. paraprofessional, K K Gloede, started the tradition and has continued it by having 
the students tie the ribbons during a portion of P.E. class. Many students and faculty of Groves 
Elementary know someone or were affected by cancer. This is a wonderful way to celebrate the survivors 
and remember those who have lost their battle with cancer. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Groves Middle Happenings 
 

 
 
 
New to the GMS Family 
 
Groves Middle School welcomed several teachers this year to the GMS 
Family. While some are new, others have relocated from within the district for 
a change in pace. 
 
 
 
Pictured from front to back 
and left to right: Kaitlin 
Bardin, Mike Arnaud, Kelaine 
Konidis, Erin Boudreaux, 
Ashley Corcoran, Lori Lofton, 
and Randy Eakin 
 
 
GMS would also like to 
welcome Rebecca Creel as our 
new assistant band director. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Spirit Week 
Groves Middle School students and staff celebrated the buildup to the  
PN-G vs. Nederland Game by dressing up each day of the week. Students pulled 
together to show their Purple Pride. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Red Ribbon Week 
Our Braves students and staff are proud to be drug 
free!

 
 



Not Just a Room Full of Books 
Some people associate the library with simply a room containing a large amount of 
books. We took some time to view the daily routine of our librarian and found that, 
like other librarians they support the educational process more than simply checking 
out reading material. In her sixteen year career as an educator, Mrs. Evans has been 
the librarian here for 10 of them. She gets to see every student enrolled at GMS, but 
still misses the personal connection she got to experience as a 6th grade language arts 
teacher. Mrs. Evans assists by supporting any teacher in their curriculum from 
appropriate research methods to the reinforcement of STAAR testing strategies.  
 
When asked about the most difficult thing to deal with as an educator as a whole, 
she says that it is struggling students that continually attempt to do their best while 
falling short of educational goals. These students seem to fight, while others 
sometimes take the educational process for granted. Even her first year as a librarian 
she was taken aback when a student 
ask "How do you do that?", when 
she asked for clarification his 
response was "How do you read like 
that?" She realized that sometimes 
even educators take the process of 
learning for granted. This helped 
Mrs. Evans shift her practices to 
become an even better educator.  
 
Mrs. Evans believes that the next 
step for the library, and education as 
a whole, will be a deeper integration 
of technology. She sees the addition 
of ebooks, etextbooks, as well as 
other tools. However, Mrs. Evans does not think the traditional paper format books 
will ever completely fade from use. Her view of the library in 5 years would be just a 
different version of what exists today. The library will continue to function as a 
central hub for learning and reinforcement of curriculum. Her final profound quote 
was, "Wherever technology goes, wherever trends go...that's where I will be. I will 
continue to promote things for the kids."  
 
The Groves Middle School staff appreciates the hard work that Mrs. Evans, our one 
of a kind librarian, does for the students and staff of this campus.  
 
 



Port Neches Middle Happenings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

Angie Goudeau and Darla 
Jones, both familiar faces here 
at PNMS, joined us this year as 
full time aides. Darla is an aide 
for Life Skills and Angie is the 
aid for ISS.  

Our new nurse is Amber 
Comeaux. Amber comes 
to us from Jordan Heath 
Services. We are excited to 
have her join the PNMS 
team. 
 

Angela Abel and Courtney 
Guilbeau, both come to us 
from Groves Elementary. 
Angela teaches 6th grade 
science and Courtney teaches 
7th and 8th grade science.  
 

The Beaumont Enterprise 
and KBMT featured two 
special students from 
PNMS, recently. The 
headline read: Warriors 
embrace special needs 
students on football 
team.  We are proud of 
our Warriors! 

PNMS welcomes five new members to their Warrior team. 

http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/photos/article/Warriors-embrace-special-needs-students-on-4938953.php�


 

 

The first six weeks has been full of many activities. Students and faculty, alike, get 
involved in the many fun-filled events taking place. Hallways are filled with 
student work and are evidence of learning taking place. But, there is always time 
for some fun and games. Mid-County Madness and Red Ribbon Week provided 
the perfect opportunity for everyone to get involved.  

 

Student Council recently attended the 
District 17 fall convention at the Beaumont 
Civic Center. They listened to keynote 
speaker, Judson Laiplly, creator of “The 
Evolution of Dance,” and presented “table 
talk” topics on: teacher appreciation, pride 
and patriotism, and service projects. 



PN-G High School Happenings 
 

 

Cheerleader and Indian Spirit Clinic 
The Port Neches-Groves Varsity cheerleaders, along 
with Indian Spirit Wren Miller, presented their annual 
PN-G Cheerleader/Indian Spirit Elementary Clinic 
for all students grades Kindergarten through Fifth on 
Saturday, Sept. 28 in the PN-G High School 
Competition Gym. 
 
All participants in the clinic received a T-shirt, snack, 
and instruction from the cheerleaders and Indian 
Spirit emphasizing the importance of each and every 
Indian fan. 
 
Clinic participants were showcased at the PN-G vs. 
Little Cypress-Mauriceville varsity football game. 
 
 

 
 
 
Sea creatures ranging from 
hermit crabs to flounders 
dove into the Indian Players’ 
first fall musical in years with 
“The Little Mermaid Jr,” on 
September 20-23. Not only 
was the production unique 
for premiering in the fall, but 
this year a sophomore, Railey  
Tassin, played the lead role 
as Ariel. “I love getting to be 
a different character, taking 
on a new role,” Tassin said.  
 
Senior Wren Miller starred 
opposite Tassin as Prince 
Eric, while other major roles 
included Megan Thompson 
as Flounder, Logan Brown as 
Sebastian, and Dakota Rivera 
as Ursula. The entire cast was made up of roughly 30 members. “There [were] about four and a half 
weeks to prepare for the whole show. To build it, costume it, airbrush makeup, learn the songs, learn 
the dances, block and rehearse the show,” theatre teacher, Mrs. Eyles said.  
 
Indian Players rented some of the costumes from Rose Costumes in Denton and made the others. 
Although the period of time to prepare the musical was very short, the Indian Players pulled it off and 
all their hard work was evident.   “It was just a really good group of kids for this show. I have extremely 
talented students,” Eyles said. 
 



HOSA “Pink Out” Fundraiser 
Motivated by some students’ personal experiences with breast cancer, more than 50 
members of the Port Neches-Groves High School HOSA Organization (Health 

Occupations Students of America) 
recently raised $3,128.00 to benefit 
the Julie Rogers Gift of Life 
Foundation. 
 
Under the direction of event 
coordinator and PN-G senior 
Kristine Nguyen, HOSA students 
sold pink ribbons and wrist bands at 
school, along with pink pom poms, 
cups and bracelets prior to the PN-G 
vs. Little Cypress-Mauriceville 
football game on Oct. 4. In addition, 
21 HOSA members canvassed the 
stands during the game, collecting 
donations from fans in bright pink 
buckets. HOSA Sponsor Sherri 
Fontenot said that one junior student 
lost one family member to the 
disease, while two more are 
currently battling cancer. Because of 
this, the Gift of Life Foundation was 
the obvious choice for the group’s  

charitable work.  “One-in-eight women are currently being affected by breast cancer,” 
Fontenot said. “Almost everyone in Southeast Texas knows someone who has been 
touched by the disease.” 
 
The fact that the money will go to help people in the immediate area was also important 
to the HOSA members. “We chose to support the Julie Rogers Gift of Life Foundation 
because we wanted to make a direct impact on the community," senior HOSA member 
Britton Melancon said.   According to Fontenot, HOSA students will continue to take 
donations through the month of October. 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 



PN-G Spanish Club Members Begin Blanket Project 
Members of the Port Neches-Groves High School Spanish Club hope to create a warmer 
Christmas for ill and traumatized infants through an organization called Project Linus. 
Students began working on making infant “tie blankets,” which they hope to complete 
and donate to babies locally and internationally before the Christmas holidays. They 
began working on the project at their Oct. 9 meeting. 
 
“I couldn’t believe the turnout that we had,” Spanish Club Sponsor Lyndsay Longron 
said. “The students made 50 blankets in two hours. We hope to make at least 200 before 
we’re through.” The students themselves bought the first half of the material for the 
blankets which were started on Oct. 9, according to Longron. “We will be purchasing 
the next half using the money we raise from our candy fundraiser,” she said. “If we 
purchase a certain amount of fabric from JoAnn’s, they will give us a discount.” 
 
The project has been a big 
motivational force for all 81 members 
of the club, according to Spanish Club 
President Morgan McLain. “We do 
community service projects every 
semester and this was one the students 
could easily do,” McLain said. “It’s 
easy and effective. We wanted a big 
service project that everyone would 
enjoy.” While it is a Spanish Club 
project, members of PN-G’s National 
Honor Society plan to help out as 
well. “Members of the National 
Honor Society will join us on Nov. 18 
from 3:15-5:30 p.m. to make the last 
set of the blankets,” Longron said. 
“We hope to be finished by then.” 
 
Once they are completed, the blankets 
will be packaged and shipped to the 
Houston chapter of Project Linus. 
“Port Neches-Groves High School has 
the best students,” Longron said. 
“They are always searching for ways 
to get involved and help out the 
community in any way possible.” For 
more information about the Project 
Linus organization, go to www.projectlinus.org. 

 
 

http://www.projectlinus.org/�


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 

Dear Indian Nation, 
 
The fall semester is quickly coming to an end.  August, September and October have flown by and as we 
approach the Thanksgiving Holiday, it is time for us to continue to work together to ensure that PNGISD 
remains the standard by which others measure themselves.  Traveling to campuses, meeting with principals and 
teachers, and visiting with children is always the best part of my day.  When doing so, I see safe campuses, 
strong leadership, outstanding instruction and children who are actively engaged in a variety of learning 
activities.  Additionally, I see numerous parents at the campuses eating lunch and assisting in various ways.   
 
The team-of-eight, along with principals and teachers have devoted a great amount of time ensuring building 
safety.  We have installed upgraded door systems throughout the district that make it difficult for intruders to get 

into the campuses.  We actively participated in Active Shooter Training in August, and will continue to revisit this throughout the school year.  
Our administrators, teachers and children are trained in the event of a crisis situation.  Our police departments make the campuses part of their 
patrol.  Our children and staff are safe.  Our principals are mobile and always keep their eyes open for potential issues, as do our teachers.  A 
variety of instructional practices are utilized with the integration of technology to give our children the best education in southeast Texas.  
Parental involvement in PNGISD is second to none.  Other superintendents from Region V ask me what we do to motivate parents to be active 
on campuses.  I respond by telling them that our parents demand the best for their children, demand the best from our educators, and are 
therefore actively involved in their children’s educational experience.   
 
Our parents are crucial to our success and must continue to deliver children on time at school ready to learn and grow.  During the 2012-2013 
school year, we saw a significant drop in attendance for the 3rd six weeks.  It could be illness or deer hunting, but we must all work together to 
have all our children here each and every day.  If we can correct the deficiencies in last year’s 3rd six weeks attendance, it will greatly improve 
our attendance for the entire 2013-2014 school year.  I know that our teachers use classroom attendance incentives and that our campuses utilize 
building-wide incentives.  We can all work as a team to get our children here every day.  I feel confident that our 3rd six weeks attendance will 
improve in 2013-1014.  Our parents are key to our success and we certainly appreciate their participation and ongoing support. 
 
Be thankful for the winning combination and long standing tradition that we experience at PNGISD.  There is nothing like it anywhere in the 
Great State of Texas.  Our test scores led the area for big schools and I see our teachers, administrators, parents and children working diligently 
to see that we continue to improve.  Our children are being prepared to excel at the next level.   
 
Thanksgiving and Christmas is upon us and many of our families will be traveling across the state and country.  I think it is important for us to 
take a step back and ensure that we are all safe, that our vehicles are in good working order, that we drive safely, and that we always keep the 
children safe.  I think it is important to remember the blessings we share and never forget those less fortunate people who need assistance  at this 
time of year.  Let’s strive to ensure that we reach out and help someone who is not as fortunate as we are.  Whether you are headed to visit 
family, on a family deer hunt, a skiing trip to Colorado, or staying around the house, I wish each of you a safe, fun and relaxing Thanksgiving 
and Christmas.   
 

Our enrollment continues to increase, we are financially strong, and we are never going to be satisfied with past accomplishments.  This is the 
time to move Indian Nation ahead, continue to improve and continue to be the finest school district in all of southeast Texas.  Let’s finish the 
fall semester on a strong positive note, get some much needed R&R during the Christmas Holiday and return in January energized and ready to 
excel.  I am thankful to be your Superintendent and look forward to seeing you soon. 
 

God Bless, 
 
Rodney D. Cavness, Ed.D. 

This newsletter is published by the Port Neches-Groves ISD. 
 

PNGISD Board of Trustees 
Rusty Brittain, President 

Rodney Balsamo, Vice President 
Eric Sullivan, Secretary 

Darren McCutcheon, Member  
Melanie Miller, Member 

Lana Parker, Member 
Jim Walters, Member 

 
 
 

Administration Building 
620 Avenue C 
Port Neches, TX  77651 
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