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Port Neches-Groves Independent School District 

Title I Parent Advisory Council 

Minutes of the Meeting:  September 26, 2019 

Location:  West Groves Education Center 
 

 

 

 

 Dr. Mike Gonzales, PNGISD Superintendent, presented facts about the 

upcoming Bond Election.  The bond proposal consists of a total of 4 new 

elementary campuses – one PreK-2 campus and one 3-5 campus in each 

city of Port Neches and Groves.  After discussing the needs of security, 

health and safety, overcrowding and maintenance, Dr. Gonzales urged 

those in attendance to study the facts presented and email or call the 

Administration Building with questions or concerns in order to make an 

informed decision. 

  

 Dr. Brenda Duhon, Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum & 

Instruction/Technology, welcomed the committee.  Dr. Duhon explained 

Title I, Part A is a federally funded program, and schools receiving these 

funds are classified as Targeted Assistance or Schoolwide. Targeted 

Assistance campuses have at least a 35% free/reduced lunch ratio, and 

Schoolwide campuses must have a 40% free/reduced lunch ratio.   

 

 PN-G ISD has 6 campuses that qualify as schoolwide Title I programs.  At 

these campuses, the Title I monies may be used to serve the entire school.  

West Groves Early Learning Center, Taft, Van Buren, Woodcrest, Groves 

Elementary, and Port Neches Elementary fall into this category. PN-G ISD 

received Title I, Part A funding in the amount of $678,378.00 for the 2019-

2020 school year.  The majority of the funds, 97%, will cover teacher 

salaries.  A portion of the remaining funds are allocated for parental 

involvement. Districts receiving over $500,000 in Title I, Part A funds must 

reserve 1% for parental involvement activities.  These funds will be divided 

equally between the campuses receiving Title I, Part A services.  Parent 

Involvement events have already begun across the district.  Groves 

Elementary held a fall STEM September 24, 2019.  Woodcrest is hosting a 

Reading night this evening, September 26th.  The remaining campuses have 

events scheduled for the near future. 

 

 The district Parent and Family Engagement Policy was distributed and 

discussed. This policy outlines the statutory requirements of the district 

along with its responsibilities regarding the district-wide parental 

involvement plan. Dr. Duhon informed the committee that this policy will 

be reviewed and revised at the summer planning meeting.   
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 Parental Involvement Surveys, formerly distributed and compiled at the 

district level, were handled at the campus level beginning in 2018-2019.  

Dr. Duhon explained campuses were able to customize these surveys 

according to their individual needs; therefore the results reflected specific 

aspects of each campus. 

  

 Roxanne Ferguson, Elementary Curriculum/ESL Coordinator, distributed 

the following handouts:  

1. “The Parent & Family Engagement Connection” from Region 16.  

Region 16 ESC is considered the leader in Title I, Part A Parent & 

Family Engagement.  This newsletter is a wealth of information for 

parents regarding all areas of their child’s school and home life.  

2. “Tools and Tips to help your Child Shine!”  This handout lists 

websites students and parents may access at home to support 

classroom instruction.  

3. “10 Homework How-Tos” This handout discusses 10 ways to help 

students complete assigned homework in a productive and 

organized manner.  

 

 The district provides Title I campuses with a parent involvement newsletter 

each month entitled “Home & School Connection” in both English and 

Spanish.  This monthly newsletter is also posted on the district website in 

both languages.  To find these letters go to the homepage, click on the tab 

“About PN-GISD”, scroll down to “Title I” and click to find the letters on 

the right-hand side of the “Title I” page.  The newsletters for the months of 

September, October and November were distributed. 

 

 The next meeting date is: 

o Thursday, May 28, 2020.  Committee members will be contacted 

regarding the details of this luncheon meeting. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 

Minutes submitted by Mary Jarrell 


